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CHAP. I. 


An Exhortation to an_ Holy Life ,. with 
Motives thereto, 


- 


© 
T's very fad to conſider, not only how few Na- | 
tions there are in the World which-* profeſs 
one bur alſo of thoſe who do-profels - 
ir , how few there are comparanvely that live- 
according ro their Profeſſion, :- Wherefore -it - 

well beſcems all Chriſt's fairhful ſervants, eſpecially the 
Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
yours, by Lite and Dorine, by publick and private 
Exhorrcations, by preaching ard wriring, and by all 
the ways they are capable, tro ote true. Piety - 
and Holineſs amongſt all ſorrs of , whether high 

- or low, rich or poor, without which no Man can 
be happy, either tm. this World , or that to come, 
And though I well know that, thanks be ro God, 
we abound with multitudes of excellent Rooks writtcr 
ro this end; yet. ace not ſuch ſhorc Inſtrutions as 
rheſe thac follow'to be- condemned as uſclefs,  fince 
they will, ic's like, he more generally diſperſed, and 
that amongſt the very meaneſt of the Peg ic ad 
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may more eaſily be read and remembred 

Have neither time to read large Books, nor Mot "RE 

buy them, With ſuch as theſe I have occafionofter” 
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4 The Chriſtiam Monitor. 
+ ., fo meet, and for their ſakes chiefly ir is that I pub- © 
Iſh his lictle Paper 3 being encouraged thereto by - 
ſome pious Perſons; both of Ciry and-Countrey, who 
utend -to give ſome of them away to le 
abour them , and thought others might do the like. 
{ And may it pleaſe to give a. Blefling to ſuch a 
- mean Undertaking as this; and{ucceed it to the good 
of Souls, I ſhall little regard the Cenſures of the cu- 
rzxous : Remembring rhe ſaying 1 have ſomewhere met 
with of -4 devout Wricer to ths pi rpoſe, That he 
was defirous his Books ſhould be ſcatrereq abroad 
upon Pecdters Sralls', and thence come trito the hands 
of common People, for the. encreaſmg of Knowledge 
and Piery, rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried 
tm the Libraries of the Learned, | 
' Wherefore withotr! any; more Preface, I ſhall ad, 
dreſs my telf to you for whoſe ſake I, write theſe 
Lines , as a Perſwafive to an Holy and Religious Life. 
| Now in order thereto ler me becech. you to look back 
port yobr Lives paſt ;* and calf your ſelves to'ac- 
= Ebufit whether" jt has lety your cre wid ſtudyto 
» hve-if fach a godly matmer as becomes. thoſe who 
tre baptized imo the Nenie of Chrift , and afrer hin 
are catkd Chriſtitths. Have you well confidered whar- 
is the Teetning of chis Naine, -and whar Engagement 
vie ander to af Holy Life by raking it upon you it 
priſf > And do you keep well in mind your Bas 
iſmal- Vow , wherein you renounced the Devil 
a World and the Fleſh , and promiſed ro be Chriſt's 
faithful Souldiers and Servants, and fo ro continue all 
the days of your Life ? Have you .1ſo far underſtood 
and conſidered theſe rhings , that you have made ir 
our chief bufinefs tro walk accordingly ? Do you 
Hatch carefully and fight manfully againſt your ſpi- 
* rirual Enemies ? Do you live as. thoſe that believe 
the Goſpel, fincerely endeavouring in all things to. 
know' the Will of God and do it? Since you rake 
riffs Name into your mouth, are you- careful *o 
art from all iniquity ? In a word, 1s this your 
ſtudy and defign to pleaſe and glorife ood, 
| ei 
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1. and to work out your own Salyarion ? If your Con” - 
1 Fcience cantruly witneſs for you, that it is indeed ſo? 

| Ton we hepaty arived £9 is, and do day bow 

| you are r it, O ur * 

| - amend and _ betrey: If ir be thus with you; 

” I fay, thenblefs God for his grace and mercy, hold on 2 

| and proſper, and fear not but God will be with you, 

He will own you as his Children, and for his' Son 
yon ſake, will both pardon your fins and affiſt you 
y his Grace ; he will guide you by his Counſel, and . 
at length receive you to Glory. ; 
But pray deal faithfally with your -own Souls and ' 
tell me, Has ir not been quite brherwiſe with-you? 
Have you not contented your ſelves with the bare Name 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 1n the mean time -- 

* fed an ill courſe of Life, direfly contrary to your 

| Profeſſion ? Have you not lived in- wilful ignorance of 

"- Your Duty, or in groſs {ins againft your Knowledge? + 
' Donor the temprarions of the Devil, the allurements 

of the World and the Fleſh many times ail more 
\.* with you than the Commands of Almighty. God and 

| the. voice of your own Conſcience ? Are: you' not 

wout to negle&t God's worſhip and ſervice, both in- » 

the Church and at home? yea, ds you not prophane- 

þ His holy Name by ſwearing and curing? Are you nor. - 

often, guilty of lying and flandering, of cozening and 
cheating, if nor of downright ſtealing? 'Do you nor. 

*  4n your anger uſe ratling and: reviling Language? Or ' 
do you nect live in Envy and Malice, ſecking for re- 
venge .of thoſe thar-have done. yeu any injury ? Do 
you not allow - your (clves in Drunkenneſs or Whores - 
dom , or ſome other known and wilful ſin ? To be : 
ſhort, Is there nor ſomething or other.in this World 
chat you love more than-you do God himſelf and his. - 
Son Jeſus? Are you not. much more concerned for -. 
your Bodies than for your precious Souls? And da- + 
you not more carneſtly ſeck afrer Food and Raimenr, 
and the good things of chisLife, than after that eternal 
Kingdom of Glory which God hath promiſed/to his - 
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this indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make'2. 
ftand, and conſider well-whar you'have been doing; 
xt a ſad and' dangerous condition you hive brought © 
elves into, and what the end of. ir will be if | 
d on ih ſuch-evil courſes, © Humlly beg of 
make Jonny ſenſible of your fin and danger, 
keep the ſenſe therevf ſo cloſe to your rhinds, 
- brought nor only ro mourn for your. 
| but to loath and abhor them, and utterly to for-.. 
| fame , henceforth reſolving by the grace of 
fly to give up _=_ telves to his ſervice, and 
x ft y ih thoſe holy and good ways. which 
s appointed you. This is that to: which I dv. 
| Moſt earneſtly defire to perfwade you. And that T 
may. do my armoſt to prevail with you, I ſhall Ia 
hetore you. ſome very weighty Arguments, which- 
I requeſt you ſeriouſly ro ponder of as you read them, 
und God grant they may have due effe& upon the 
hearrof evcry Reader. Amen. | 
' © (1) That you may be prevailed: with to hecome. 
God's -fairhiful fervants, contfider, firit, 7h 2: this was 
the great en4 for which God made you,and beeps you alive, 
and gives you ſo many mercies* of all forts, You can , 
tell, 1 hope, tharGad 'made you, 2rd that he made 
you to-ſerve him, by Hving according to his Com-- 
_ mandments, Theſe are ſome of rhote firſt things 
which Children tearn, and ir were well if when they. 
are grown up-ro be Men and Women , they would 
uſe ſeriouſly to think of rhem, and praftiie accordings- . 
ty. The wile God has made all Creatures for ſome. 
end or other, znd he has fitred rhem - all for - - 
e ends and purpoſes for which he. made them, 
To Man therefore has he given the uſe of Reaſon, .. 
icefly- ro fir him for Religton, znd to render him.. 
le of knowing , loving 'and ſerving his: great: 
Creator and Benefator : And jt ts Relgion which ©] 
makes the great difference.berwixt a Man and a Beaft: 
for brure Cre taees have no knowledge of God, nore- . 
gard ro Wim; bur arc wholly led by rheir fenſes, and. 
mind: roing elic bur what 1s 4xtore In” | 
*C. F.% $. 
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+ The C hriftian Monitor. © Ws - 
_ this World, Bur the pooreſt 'Man' on Earth who has 
. the uſe of his Reaſon, 1s near akin to rhe. very Angels 
themſelves ; his narure is hke theirs ,. and- but a-Indle- 
below them, ſo that he may be much caken up'inrthe 
ſame holy Works that-they are employed 1n, even in 
loving and ifing, and- adoring the great and godd-- 5 
God To ts -he may ſtudy both rhe Works arid. © © 
the Word of God, which reveal him. to us, and ſhould 
continually put us in mind of him. And all the 
things we enjoy ſhould ſti[l make us ſenſible of the 
ne of God from whom rhey come : and fill our 
hearts with love and thankfulneſs , and: our mourhs 
with blefling and praiſe. This 1s the moſt proper uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expeRs from ns 
Rea onable Creatures 3 and. this even tne poor man 
may render without any hindrance to his daily la- 
bours; and may til] _ ſuch an awful tenſe of God. 
apon his mind as may reſtrain him from wiltul fn, and 
make him careful always to pleaſe his Maker. And 
ſo our Reafon was given us to brid'e and govern 
our Apperites, our Luſfts and Paſſions; rhar we ſhould 
Pot be fed away into gluttony and drunkenneſs, ina < 
wantonneſs and uncleannets, nor mro rage and —_— 
brute Beaſts thar have no underſtanding : bur; b 
live ſoberly and chaftly, quietly and peaceably with - 
all Men, doing them .all- the good we can.:> For fuch . 
holy purpoſes as theſe chiefly was ourReaſon beſtow'd 
on us, and therefore in rms manner ought it to. be. - - 
employ'd. Certainly fince God hath made us -of a na- .. © 
ture ſo much betrer than Birds or Beafts;, he J 
from us other works and fervices than he docs from.” © 
them. They know noching of -God zhar made them, - 
nor have they any knowledge of another Lifeafterthis,. 
but when they die there's an end of them. Bur rout - 
hath God given immortal Souls af.more value than the. 
. whole World : and for this end hath he creared-us;/ 
that we might ferve and honour hum here 1n This Lite,.. 
bs and fo may live-with tim, and enjoy hum for ever m 
£ the World to come... oh IL 
"x Now if this be.the end. of our .Creawon, . cught-we- 
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not to live up to it? Do we not-ſee-all other things an- 


ſwer the end for whictrthey weremade? The Sun pives | 
x. ay Aire 3 and the Moon by night. The Earth 


Corn and Grafs, and the Trees bear Fruit, 


1mgs 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 


Creatures , afford us much ſervice and benefit. And 
ſhalt Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruirful, and live to 


not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for 
his own fervice? Surely we cannot think that the wife 
God fenr us into the World only to ear and drink, to 
ſleep and play, or to work hard for a poor Livelihood, 
If this were all, we had better have made brure 
Creatures, or never haye been made at all. Much lefs 
can we think that the Holy God made us on purpoſe 
ro fin againſt him, to diſhonour his Name, and pro- 
voke him to anger. He did not give us Reaſon to make 
us crafty and cunning for the World ', that we might 
» know how to cozen and cheat our Neighbours, He 
did not give us Tongues to ſwear and curſe with, or 
toralk fooliſhly and filchily ; let us not then-aſe thera 
to any ſuch Es. Since God has grven us pre- 
cious immortal Souls , let us not live like Feaſts that 
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3 aq 657 eng When they are all fo ready to ſerve 
-  usZ, 


pail ,. wallowing in the mire of baſe ſcnſual Luſts , 


eaſures, By this means we become worſe than 
Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, we 
abuſe-our Reaſon to our own ſhame and hurt,” and to 
; God's diſpleaſure. Thus we croſs the end of ourCrea- 
tion, and are moreſtupid and ungrateful than the yer 

. Ox or Aſs: for they know their owner, and do.g 
ſervice to thoſe thar keep and feed them, Ifa; 1.2, 3. 
O let us not give God cauſe ro complain of us, as he 
there does of the Jews, that be nouniſhed and bronght «p 
Children, and they rebelled againſt bim:: Think how grie- 
yous it is to you-thar have: Children, afier all your 
. Eare and kindneſs, after all your coſt and labour, to 
have them- prove {ſtubborn and 4diſobedient, looſe and 
idle Prodigals. © fee then that you be nor ſuch roward 
your heavenly Father, who made you and preſerves 
you, and every day renews his mercies upon you. -He 
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The Chriſtian Monitor.  &5: 

| keeps us alive and makes our lives comfortable.. He. 

| gives and cohrihues ro us our Reaſon and Senſes,. our 
- Health and Scretigth, Food and Raiment, and, all the - 
good rhings we enjoy, He ſupplies our w helps 

+ us in all our diſtreſſes. He gives us ligheby 1y,. and-- 

} reft inthe night. | He enables us to follow our ins 7 

| and gives a bleflinp to our labours, that we ny Fortes | 


for our felves and Families. And does not this good G 
well deſerve all the love and ſervice which we can-poſ- 
ſly render him ? O how can we .find in our hearts . 
wiltully to offend him who thus delights in doing us 
good! Fooliſh and unthankful Wrerches we are thus 
1! ro requite- the Lord: for all his loving kindnefs, 
We couſd tot deal fo with any Friend or Neighbour , 
on Earth, , thar had been always kmd and. loving to- 
us. Are not Servants bound ro work for them who 
mainrain chem and pay them Wages ? And ought nor 
Children to obey therr Parents who .begot them ahd 
brought them up? How much more then ought we to 
obey God our Father,, who gave us life ar firſt, and. 
ſtill prolongs ir from one day to another, when he. 
could in a morentcurt us off in our fins, and throw us; 
Ito Hell. Bur in much mercy he ſpares us, and gives 
| ns ſpace ro Repent, and is very. unwilling to deitroy 
us, ahd therefore waits long to be gracious-to us,” Q. . - 
| then let his patience ' and all his goodneſs ar laſt have 
' | this happy effe& upon us ;; let it lead us to rfucRe- 
' | peritance, and ever hereafter engage us to diligence 
and conſtancy in his ſervice, Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3.9» 
(2.) To which purpoſe confider again that this was 
tht end for which God ſent his Son Jeſus into the World, 
| even t9 ſcek and ſave us loſt and miſerable finners, to 
| bring us to Repentance and newneſs of life, that ſo we 
might be reſtored to the love and favour of God, 
| which we had loſt by finning againſt him. Our 
' firſt Aedoces Adam o.; Foy OY | <regane Lon A” 
very holy and ha are, bur they Fl 
by finnin ainſt 6 - and fo came- all. miſery in-. 
to the World. And then did our Heavenly Fazher 
: take piry on us, and {ent his awn'Son our of his h1o- 
; | | | | om. 
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_ Com to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us: 
frem our Sins, and ſo to deliver us from miſery :-Firſt- 
he will make 'us Holy, and then we ſhall be made 
. Happy. For as man loſt his happine( by diſoteying 
* Gods command, ſo he muſt recover it becoming 
obedient to his-will in all things. To this end hath 
the Lord Jeſus fully revealed Gods will to us when 
we were in ignorance and darkneſs. He hath given. 
us holy precepts -for rhe rule of our Life : And made 
moſt rich and precious promiſes to perſwade us to. 
our duty, and denounced dreadful threatnings. to at- 
fright us from Wickedneſs. 

X when we had deſerved the. Wrath of God for. 
ar ſms, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious 
od to make Aronement for us, and. to obtain our. 
pardon and forgrveneſs. He dyed. for our offences. 


and roſe again for our juſtification. Rom, 4.25.,, And. 
in his Goſpel he has given full aſſurance of Gods good: | 
will to mankind, that he will be merciful to us and.: 


pardon: us, 1f we truly repent of our fins and forſake. 


them. Thus hath Chyiſt opened a door of hope for. 


us, tO encourage ns -tro- return. to God : For.it thers 
had been no hopes of mercy, we ſhould never have. 
been” drawn to Re e, bur even like the Devils 
themſelves ſhould have remained fult of hatred and 
malice againſt 'God, urterly deſpairing of relicf from 
him. Bur whilſt” the death of Chriſt does fo much 
engage and encourage us to forſake our fins, it gives 
nor the leaft encouragement to our continuance inthem:; 
Ler us not think that Chriſt dy:d for our. ſins that we 
might have-hiberry to {ive in them, and yet be ſaved at 
the laſt, Nog but he came to fave us fro: our fms, nos 
in them. He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our 
iniquiries. . He dyed to-redeem .us from a vain and 
evil Converſation, to parity our Hearts, and reform our 
Lives, and make us a peculiar People zeatous of goad 
works, Matt.1. 21; Atts 3. 26.Tit.2.14. 1P6t:1.18. 
; The death of Chriſt tor us vile fmners ſhews the in- 
_ finire love of God in finding our this way for our Sal- 
ration': Bur then it ſhews alſo what an evil thing fin 
Rb | By 
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'3s,. and how hateful to God, ſince he would-not par- 
gon us withour the ſuffering of his own dear'Son on 
© Our account. And therefore if the conſideration of all 
this does nor bring us to hare and abhor our ſms, and 
to love and ſerve our God and Saviour, we are never , 
like to have any benefir by Chriſts death, All our 
feſfions ot loving him and' believing in him 1 | 
us in no ſtead without obeying him. True ta- * 
ving Faith in Chriſt is that which works by love both 
to God and our Neighbour.., Chriſt - accounts none 
to be his friends but thoſe that keep his Command- 
ments, and to ſuch only will he grant pardon and 
Salvation. Gal. 5. 6, Fob. 15. I4. Heb. 5. 9. 1.fob. 
-$. 
: Since then the ever-blefled Jeſus the Son of God 
came down from Heaven, became a Man, and dyed 
a moſt painful dearh upon the Croſs, that he might 
- | faveusfrom fin and miſery, ſhall we not accept of him 
« | as ourLord and Saviour, who comes to deliver us 
-: | from the power of the Devil and our own Laſts, to 
make us the Children of God and heirs of Glory, 
which is'a thouſand rimes greater deliverance than 
thar of the Iſraelites from the an bondage. Will 
' yon not be moved by 'all that Chriſt has and 
ſuffered for you ? Shall not his love conſtrain. you to 
love him, and to hate'all fin which was the cauſe of his 
AAP ? Will you tread under foot his moſt pre- 
ctous Blood, and even crucifie him afreſh, and again 
pur him ro open ſhame ? Thus in ſome ſort do wick- 
ed men ufe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their - 
fins which are ſo diſpleafing ro him. They that lie 
and cozen for a little gain, whart do they but wich 7#- 
das fell away Chriſt for Money, They thar live in 
harred and malice,and do miſchief ro their Neighbours, 
do in effe& run the Spear into Chriſts fide, and drive 
Nails into his bans and © And they that give 
themſelves to Riot and Drunkenneſs, 'do even mingle 
Eall and Vinegar for him to drink. ' They do all thar 
m'them lies by their ſinful pleafuresro pur him again 
imo Agonies and Pains, But on theother hand, oh 
k adc- 
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12 —_ 'TheChriffian Monitor. + 
a delight to our Sayjour ro fee us humbled for our 
. ſins, and reſolved to forfake them. He will readily. 
. and effeQually interceed for us with our heavenly Fa- 
-*rher, who is moſt willing to receive returning Pr I- 
+ gals,. There 1s joy in Heaven when ſinners on Earth 

.xepent.. Even this our return to God by true repe 
- "Lance 15 the beſtrecompence we can make to our Bleſ- 

- "Ted Saviour for all his pains and ſufferings. When 
"the pleaſure of the Lord profpers in his band by the can- 
_"veriion of fi » bt then ſees the travel of his Soul, apd 
_\8s Tatisffed, Tia. 63. 10, 11, And ſhall we nor afford 
'rhis farisfa&tion to our Redeemer, who hath undergone 
"fo much for our ſakes, and ſtill our of his tender love. 
.ta..our Souls tollows us with ſuch earneſt - invitations 

ro come to him for life and happineſs ? Could we 

deny him this moſt reaſonable requeſt, - if we ſaw him 
-now in perſon ſtanding- before us, heſceching us to | 
turn and eV And this he now does by hs. Spirit 


and by his Miniſters : Bar chart leads. me to tie next, 
TY £ 5 Col ler therefore that this alſo. was the end for 
W 3 the” Holy Ghoſt is given, and all the means of grace 
afforded, even ro ſanRific our hearts and make us anholy | 

nd obedient People. Gad knows the weakne's and 
ption of ' our Natures, and therefore in great 


U | 
mercy he affords the aſſiſtance. of his holy Spirir, to 
ighten our minds, and purifie our hearts, to re- 
new and change our. natures, and guide us in ways of 
holineſs here, thar ſo we may be firred for eternal 
happineſs with the moſt holy God inthe life ro come, 
; he 3..3, 5. Rom 8. p* And for this end were the ho+ 
Scriprures written dy 
Ho 
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_ that Rp you to fin, and would hinder you from your - 
Duty. 


* the great enemy of your Souls, and be led and guided by 


- own luſts, and to the. power of Satan, who ſeeks your 


'whar'is highly reaſonable > KeLfor our own benefit, 
"whilſt we perſwade yourto returtiza the favour. of God, 
|. Whythenwil Touberhenhes rous? Ita meſſage ofmer+ 
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a proud, malicious and moſt wicked Spirit, would. haye 
Men to te like himſelf,. thar ſothey may be for mts 
ſerable with him. Will you .not then reſiſt the Devih-- 


Gods good Spirit, and follow his Motions and thedireQt- 
ons of his word which lead to happineſs? O do not 
grieve this Blefſed Spirit, who alone can give us true 
comfort, do not reſiſt and queneh his motions, nor. pro- 
voke him to depart from you, and leave you to your 


ruin. 
Moreover, as the Devilhas his inſtruments to draw 
Men: to wickedneſs, cne ill man renipring another, ſo 
Miniſters are ſent fronr God. to draw you to righteouſs 
neſs and holineſs, They are the Embaſſadors and Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt, and do in his name .beſcech you ts_ _ 
bereconciled to God, who 15. moſt willing to be r : 
ciled ro you, if you will _butcaſt away thoſe wicked 
works which provoke him to anger, 2 Cor... 8. 20, G 
how will it rejoyce the hearrs of your Miniſters that tru« 
ly loye your Souls, to fee the ſucceſs of pag?) 
to have you come to them enquiring what you mulſt d 
to be ſayed, declaring your repentance for your former 
evil Courſes, and your reſolution | orth-to become 
new Creatures, Certainly weexhort you to nothing but  .- 
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of thou} bs. femn you, rom the King, when .you were in 
- dangerof death for Rebellion, would you nor moſt gladly 

- and thankfully receiveir ? And will you not be 2s thank. 
ful and c ro the King of kings, and as wiſe to 
fave your Souls as to preſerve your Bodies, | 
it. - and urges; gre! and ary orb God alſo pleads 

.. with you by his providences to. bring you to re 
6 rwakg Sometimes he ſends afitions to corre& 500 
* Your fanks, to ſhew you the evil of fin, and draw you 

to himſelf; and ar other times he ſends many 
mercies, as I haye told you, to ſoften your hearts, ro 
engage and allure you to his ſervice : And ſuch good 

e we ought to make of all Gods deatings with us, 

(4) Confider further what engagements you ly under to 

#1 holy life by your own profeſſion, promiſes and vows, You 
profeſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſcip!es and 
ollowers of Chriſt: Oyghr you not then to follow his 
example,and obey his Commands, it you will make good 
that name ? You would think ir a great difgrace not to 
| be raken for a Chriſtian but for a Tink or Few. Be- 
ware then leſt you bring this diſgrace u our ſelves 
by an unchriſtian temper of mind, and ill courſe of 
life. If you are falſeor cruel, Covetous or Luſtful, like 
a Tikh or 7ew, ir matters little what you call your 
' . (elves. He 15 not a Chriſtian that's one outwardly, bur 
he that has, the ſame mind and ſpirit thar was in Chriſt 
Teſus, God will not at the laft day judge of men by 
their names and titles, bur by their hearts and lives, 
'-. "Only jt will go much worſe with a man that calls him- 
gfclf a Chriſtian, and yerlives like an Heathen or Infidel, 
© And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you are ſo- 

* Jemnly fiſted under Chriſts banner, ro fight againſt the 
Devil,; "che World and the Fleſh : and by the keeping - 
this' vow you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed, 
Bur if you are led away by the temptations of Saran 
and do his works, and are cnſnared by the vanities of the - 
World, the luſts we reres of the Fleſh, you doin 
effect Bapuim. 


| ice your b 
- clides this, have you not renewed this ſame vow at | 
_ Jefimariſt 


nunion, there openly profeſſing your be- ] = 
rucific and promiſing obodicncs ip him? Y 
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of Chriſt, ſince you do nor obty ive pln com to ] 
' do this in remembrance of him, | 
_ -fear thar many careleſs people will not come. to the * 


' according to this your promiſe and ement,  Whar 
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Tf you have not received this Holy Sacrament, ab I 
yon have long-been ar years of diſcretion, you ther) - 
your ſelves by this negle& to be ng; obedient Diſciples | 


- 22:19. And indeed F. * 


Communion, becauſe they think it would bind rhem ts © 
lead ſuch a ſtri& and holy life as they have no mind to.” 
Bur do nor they caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being their * 
Maſter, who look upon his commands as too ſtrit and 
ſevere.and will not promiſe to.obey him? Yea do hey nor ? 
thereby even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were * 
bound ro this ovedience ? So thar the {ame reaſon which 
keeps them from the Communien, 1t's lize would keep 
them from being Baptized, if it were yet to be done. - 
And whar ſort-of Chriſtians are they that would- reje& 
Cherven Baptiſm, becauſe it engages them to an holy 
lite ? Md | 
If you are not guilty of this negleQ, but do ſometimes . 
come to the Lords Supper, to keep up the remembrance 
of his death and ſufferings: ' Then pray conſider thar/by 
receiving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly. renew + 
your vows to be Chriſt's faithful Servantsand Diſciples, 
and tro walk in {incere obedience to all-his holy'Laws, 
as you hope for Salvation by his - death. x 
may I not well beſeech you to uſe all due care to live 


a ſhame 15 it fer a'Man tobe falſe to. his word , much - 
more to his Oath ? O donor then break thar Oath which. 
you have made'to God himſelf by raking this toly W- 
cramenr. Andcall ro mind if you have nor ſometimes 
-on a Sick-bed, or in ſorne great danger made the ſame 
promiſe and vow:And has not God ſpared you'to ſee how 
you would perform the ſame? Take heed then of abu- 
ling his mercy and breaking your promiſe, ***,- 
_ Moreover, I might ſhew how your- 0 be- - 
heye the Creed engages you to live well, according te 
the holy faich you profeſs, which is a defying \dbeording © 
& 00183 7: I 
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this God whem you Worſhip. * To inſtance briefly m Þ} 
* the Lords prayer, whilſt we call God Ow Father, &c,' Þ 
-ought we net to love and honour him, to obey him and. 
- »ſubmir ro himas our heavenly Fatker'?_ Whilſt we pray } 
" that his name may be hallowed, his Kingdom ' com? and 
bis will done in Earth as it is in. Heaven, ought we not 
«our ſelvesro honour his name, and advance his Kiftigdom, + 
© by obeying his Laws, and by doing his will conſtantly 
j and ally as the Angels do in Heaven, to the ut- 
{ -moſt of our power ? -Praying for daily Bread teaches our 
| ', dependance-upon God, _ engages ns to ſerve him. by 
whom we-are maintained. When we pray God ts for- 
- © gia our Treſpaſſes as we forgive others, this ſtrialy binds 
F us to forgive thoſe that offend us, -aS ever "we hope for 
| mercy from God. And when we pray not to be Zed into 
+  : Pemptation but delivered from Evil,” this ſhould reſtrain 
| -u$ running into rempration , and make--ns careful 
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. to avoid all ſm and the occaſions of ir. To the ſame 
- --purpoſt I might alſo mention the Prayers of the Church, 
x0 which I hope you come frequently. Therein you be- 
-gin-with the Confeſſion of your fins, and onght you nor 
ro forlake as well as confeſs. them ? And tm the end of 
> the confeffion you pray God for Chriſts ſabe to grant that 
| you may lead godly, righteous and ſober lives. And almoſt 
{+ in every prayer you w1ll, find ſomewhat to -this effeR, 
| Now I hope you are in good earneſt in theſe your pray- 
ers, elſe you do mock God and aftront him, inſtead of 

+ worſhipping ad pleaſing him. Burt if you do heartily 
| Tp theſe things which you pray for, then you will 
Tn your part for the attainment of chem, and will dili- 
- gently endeavour to live in ſo holy and good a manner 
a you- pray that you may do. And if you thus add 
diligence to. your prayers, Gods grace will never be want- 

* _/- (4) Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all Gods com- 
mandments are, ſuchthat our own Reaſon cannor but ap- 


rove of them, 2s being moſt agreeable to us as we are 
Feaorable robs og inſtance in the chief of rhem * 
- © 45 ir not moſt juſt and fir thar we ſhould love God above | 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfe& of all Beings, and 
+ from whom we. receive all our (ood things? _—_ 
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| Hot topray to kim who alone can hearand help us. and to- 
give chanks fan peu e to him who is the Father of mercies?- - 
| m 


- Parents, and SubjeRs their Rulers ? and that all men. 
"I Nhould live_in peace and love with one another, and-” 
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it not moſt. reaſonable that Children ſhould obey their *_. 


ſpeak*rruly, and. deal: honeſtly as rhey would be deal. - ; 
with? Is it not moſt fitand decent for a Man to ear and- - 
drink moderately, fo as makes moſt for his health? To» 
be modeſt and chaſt in all his converfarion ? Will nor 
every Mans own Reaſon acknowledge the equity and fit-. 
neſs of theſe andithe like precepts ? And for ſomethardo- 
ſeen more ſevere, there may be given very good reaſons 
for them alſo, So that p:ainly. all Gods commands are 
the wiſe and wholeſome” counſels of a moſt render Fa- 
ther, who forbids his Children nothing-bur what's hurt-- 
ful, and requires nothing of them but what makes for 
their own good, even to deal juſtly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with their God, Mic, 6. 8. Chriſts Tokeis 
eaſe and bis burden light, Matt. 11. 30, Gods ſervice is- 
perfe& freedom, as we daily ſtile ic ingur prayers.* And- 
bis commandments are not grieveus, 1 Joh. $+-3., Shall we- 
not then. be ſo duriful ro our heavenly Father, yea 10- 
wiſe for our own good as to obey theſe moſt reaſonable 
and gracious laws which he has given us ? So juſt and. 
equal they are, that we-cannot break them without of - 
fcring-a kind of violence to our ſelves, and going con- + 
trary to the reaſon of our own mitd, = They are light te. 
the eyes and joy to- the haart, ſweeter to:4 good Man than. 
honey and the- boney-comb, as the Pſalmiſt otr ſpeaks. As.” 
ſuitable are Gods commands to our natures, and as : 
ful and healthful ro our - Souls as -the moſt wholeſome  ; 
food to our Bodies. _ And for a Man to dire& his whole 
carriage and behaviour according to the laws of God,is 
as much his wiſdom as it is to go cloathed (in de- 
cent Apparel, and.to cat and drink what is good for his _ 
nouri t, Bur on the other hand, for one to: run * 
——_x about the Hoek £ fill R_ with mire and. 
ict, to cur and mangle his own , 1s not 4 greater.”” 
ſign of folly and madneſs, than for a Man to live accor----- 
1ng ro: his own luſts, rather than after the lng of be 
» which arc (0 agreeable to one Reaſon, and do i Manny. 
: : s __ conduc X 
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-  Eonduce to our own trueſt intereſt and advantage; Foth in 
- this Life;atid that toceme,as will appezr by whatfollows, 
| (6.) Conſider therefore in the next place, that it is a 
. moſt certain trurh, That the leading of an boly and good, 
| Zife, in all reſpetts very greatly for a Man's own benefit 
and co "ert; een in this preſent World, Godlimfs is prof 
-» Fhble for all things, Tt makes for the quiet of eur Minds, 
* whe health of our Bedies, the encreaſe of our Eſtates, ard 
-procures us much credir and eſteem, much love and good 
- will among our Neighbours, Yea, it commonly Erings 
along with it all manner of Blefſmgs, and makes rhe en- 
joyment of them more ſweer and pleaſant, and keeps off 
2 great deal of trouble which wicked men” bring upon 
- thcmſeves, 'and a#ﬀords mich fupport and eafe under 
- thoſe affiitions which the providence of-God' may lay 
vpoen us, Infomuch'that ri Man of whar rank-and con- 
- dkion ſoever, can Tead'a =7 comfortable Life 5 excepr 
| he lead-an holy and good life. © All this is frequently 
- euphrin;Scriprure, and'\may cafily bemamiteſicd by clear 
.. Reaſon; Or if thawbe nor ſufficient, iris alſomoſt plainly 
# 0 be diſcerned by daily-experience, that. they who truly 
fear God ; haye*much more peace and comfort in this 
World , than Wicked and looſe livers, that make no 
”  Conſcietice of their Ways. 
-”  TfTfhoukd make the compariſon only berwixt a ſober 
"Ma 4 Dfimkard , which'do you think has the berrer 
* of ir In rhis Life? How often do the great drinkers nor 
Gnly waſte their Eftates,'bur deſtroy their Health, weak- 


their Brains , and ſhorten their Lives? How often do 


"times death. ir {elf, either b fighting ing or by one fad” ac- 

Sierincs the very Children in [the 
fifeers'run after them , ſhouting and making ſport with 
them, . And if you follow them to their own Homes, what 
| can bk [= ——2/ wy =_ ? wink 
ſwearing and'curfing, what brawling and ſcolding , whar, ' 
quarrelling and Gatlng is there? "Whit ontcries and la- 


_ 


mentarions do Wife and Children make? who now per- 
| Haps ate glad ro ger away for fear of their Lives, as be- 
; for "hey ar Rarying Gare of thar Money which theſe 
.. Ul ns 'waſte In theAle-houſe, (A ſitrand ſhame ir 
- —_— | | is 
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1s tothoſe that entertain them.) And after they have lived 
a while at this wild and wicked rate, the hext news com- 
monly is , that either for Debt or for Diſorder they are 
4 laidup in Priſon, and ſometimes by rhoſe very Ft paced 
- whoſe Houſes they drunk away all Bey jor. And now 
. are they forced to live upon Bread and Warer, and linger © : 
out a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dungeon 
rill either the Charity of Fricnds, or Death it (elf releaſe 
rhem thence. ( And by the way, is this ſuch a pleafanr 
Life that. it's worth being damn'd. for yo Hell-rorments 
to all eterniry? of which afterward. | 
Thus alſo-I might tell of the ſad effefts of Whoredom, 
which is commonly follow'd with poverty and diſgrace, 
and many times wirha filthy loathſom diſfcaſe,which makes 
Men rot above ground. And thus, angry, proud,malictous, 
revengeful People are @ continual rorment to themſelves” 
and to all about therft, and ſeldom have any peace. or 
quiet either with their Neighbours or in their own Bs- _ 
milies. The like may be ſhewn of alt other Vices which - 
are ſtil} wont to bring their own puniſhment along with 
them; to ſay nothing of whar is or oug|:t to be intlifed 
Be Magiſtrate, Eſpecially fuch wicked by tn as 
teves and Murderers,.Traitors and Rebels, de ſeldom 
eſcape the hands of publick Juſtice. But who will burt Men 
if they be followers of that which is good © Or whathurr does - 
a man bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſtly, 
by fearing and honouring the King? What miſchiet 1 
does a man get by minding his own Buſineſs, and living - - 
quietly and peaceably amongſt his Nei 
how happily may weſce even ſome of rhe meaneſt ſort” + 
ef, PORE ve, that are rin of pron ogy, WES 
temperate, and careful to | op 
a good Contience in all their ways. Very ſeldom. ir 
thar they are pinched with much Wane, or if they ſhould 
fall into a Iow-Conditian, yer all-good People rhar know 
them, are re:dy to pity and relieve them; and will often © 
truſt them with Money or Goods till they areableto-pay. - 
And every body is willing co employ. an” honeſt in- © 
duſtrious Man, ſo that he -ſeldog want Work c 
Trading, Bur idle, riorous People that! 
and drinking , gaming and cheating, and 
EVE + ps bt 
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reglet God's ſervice.and profane the Lord's.day,.. being 
often in the Ale-houſe when they ſhould be at Church ; 


__thele are the Peopk, if you obſerve ir, thatdo common- 


ly tall into the -baſeſt beggery and miſery; and Men do 
bur little pity them, becauſc they brought-it all upon them- 
ſelves. O'how happy might all forts: of People be, in 4 - 
very great | meaſure even at'preſetit, if they would bur : 
become truly Religious and good. It is their ownfin 
and folly, their luſts and paſſions that occaſion moſt of 
thofe troubles and miſeries which they meer with ; 
though I know they uſe to cry our of their. hard fortune, 
and to lay the blame upon corners, and ſometimes to mur- 
mure againſt God himſelt, But they conſider not how 
they provoke God to anger daily by. their hainous fins, 
and therefore may juſtly feel his heavy judgments for * 
the ſame, beſide all the miſchief which natura!ly follows * 
upon wickedneſs. - And this makes lic r Condition to te 
fad indeed that they zre always liable ro the wrath of 
Gad, and may juſtly expe&t his vengeance to fall upon 
them, and to Ricks chem of allcheir Comforts, and throw 


* them into rhe ſoreſt Calhmities. -/ 


"Bur cn the contrary, herein above all ſies. the good ' 
Man's ſecurity and. comfort,that he enjoys the blefling and- 
favour of Almighry God,” and therefore is ſure to want-. 
nothing that's truly. good for him. So it's promiſed, 
Pal 84. 11, 12. Matt. 6. 33. They that fyſt ſtek the 
Kingom of God, and the righteouſneſs of it, ſhall bave all 
that is needjul added to them, So that a poor Man can take 
no ſurer courſe to/provide for himſelf and Family, than 


"aro become truly Religious ; though he may not have great 


things in the World, yer he ſhall have Food conyenient, 
And then, which 1s better rhan all, he ſhall have God's 
bleffing wich what he enjoys ; and this will afford him 
aore true content and comfort in that little he has, than 
a wicked Man can find in all his great Treaſures, Godl1- 


neſs with contentment is, the- greateſt g:in, Pal. 37. 16. 


1 Tim. 6 6. A , poor Man that -has only 7acot's With, 
Faod to-eat, and Raiment to pur on : if alſo he has 7a- 


- eob's Piety, andrakes the Lord for his God, and lives in 


his fear -and ſervice, and enjoys the ſenſe of his favour, 
how d is the ſtate of this Man ? How cheartully 
| may 
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hou te Forge God y., and worſhips him duly 


muſt expe their ſhare of outward troubles in this 
World , ſuch as ſickneſs and pain , lofs of Friends and 
Eſtate, with the like, theſe are calamities common ro all. ' 
But here the good Man has elearly the advantage , finee 
he looks upon all thar befalls ' him as coming trom rhe 
hands of a moſt wiſe and ious God, who knows what 
1s beft for him , and to wheſe Will he freely reſigns hum- 
felf, and all his affairs, faying with his blefled Maſter, 
Not my will, -O God, but thine be'done. Yea, he receives 
afflictions as ſent in kiadnefs;, ro. corret him for his 
faults, ro exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and fo to pre-- 
pare him for Glory. And here's the grear benefir of Re- 
ligron, thar it teaches a Man whither to go for Relief and 
Comfort in all his ſtrairs and difficulries , even to this 


great and good God, whe 15 moſt able and ready to help: . | 


his-People in all rimes of trouble. This we ſtill read in 
Scripture was the courſe of holy Men, and they found ir 
was not in vain. And to this day will all God's faithfal 
ſervants find the good effe&s of thus devourly applying 
themſelves ro God by Prayer. For bi eyes are ever upon 
the Righteos , ' and bis tar open to their cry; He rakes 
pity on them, comforts and ſupports them. He'l lay no 
more upon them than he enables-them to bear ; in” 
his time he-ſupplies their wants, and delivers them 
from their nar ygenosd hm; oy rurns them inro bleſſings, and: . 
makes all work together for their good, as he has promiſed- 
to them that {ove him, Rom, 8, 28, O what an happineſs 
| --\»* 
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.. Isit to be acquainted with God, tohave a due ſenſe of Ris | 
* Providence,ſoas tolive upon it and improve ir, Fob 22.21, 
But how ſad 15 the condition of a wicked Man , who. 
has no ſach kriowledge of God, no love to him, nor any + 
expeaations of help and relief from him. Even in his * 
ſt proſper] he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
| $ without God in the World: but he feels himſelf to 
-— -befo indeed, when he falls into any great calamity , and 
*- knows not which way to turn himſelf for help and com- 
fort, For as wickedneſs ftill brings Men into mifery (as 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moſt 
wretched forlorn condition, And the iil temper of their 
minds , adds weight and load to' their calamities, and 
grievouſly encreaſes the ſmart of them. The ſenſe of 
' their own guilt ſometimes torments their Conſciences : 
and. fills them with fear and. horrour : Sometimes they 
rage and fret againſt thoſe that help'd on their ſufferings, 
ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf , and 
- murmur againſt his Providence, Whilſt the pood Man- 
.” with. 7ob bleſles God in all his afflitions, theſe are ready 
Tor being a of nth Ot 
e.' For of an eſpair, are at 
their wits.end, and weary of their very lives, as weread ' 
. of Cain and Fudas, and ſuch like, in Scripture and * 
- ether Hiſtory. For my part I do verily think, that nexr 
- totheDevils and thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly Hy am 
and whilſt 'we ſee what the common fruir of Sin is here 
| - on Earth, we may eaſily be convinced that it leads to * 
> - Hell and damnatiog hereafter. And all this do men 
© madly and wilfully run into by their own evil doings. 
.evenas 2 Man that thruſts his hands into the fire, is like, 
ro feel pain and ſmart. By forſaling of God, they forſake 
ing againſt bim , they wrong 
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tive Chriſtians did, andthateſpecially in hope of rhe glo- 


F rious Rewards laid up for Men inthe Heavens. Burt 
Þ thar brings me to the laſt Conſideration ſhaltmention. 


l ho 


: ” 


"Matth. 25. 31, &c, To 
"the pious and good, will be pronounced that Joyful 


s ET Þ.t dt. 


(Laſtly) Namely , That an Holy Life throngh the ,vich 


mercy of God, will render «s perſefily and eternally- bleſſed in : 
the World to-come \, whereas a wicked courſe of Life, leads to- 


ternal miſery and torment. According as we live 1n this 
World , ſo muſt we fare-in the next : for this Life is a 


ſtare of trial in order to Eternity. Even at Death a good 


Man has ground of much comfort, having the teſtimo- 
ny of a good Conſcience, and rhe ſenſe of God's love, fo 
that with Saint Stephen , he may commit his Soul-into 
the hands of.rhe Lord Jeſus, who 1s. ready to receive 
him, Burhow ſad is irwith a wicked Man, when befide 
all the pains of his body, his mind 1s tormented with 
the remembrance of his ſins, and with the fears of God's 
of Jug But the g or hike _—_— the da 
of Judgment, when 1 et at Chriſts yi, 
hand, antl the goats on th I ,. as you have It deſcribed 
ofe -on the right hand, thar is 


| Sena 
tence, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, mnberit the Kingdom pres. 
pared for . you Ares Ne Aerie of the World. And ew 
ſhall they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where 
neither fin nor ſorrow ſhall ever difiturb them morez 
where they fhall never feel nov fear any manner of eyil 
or pain, either of Soul or Body : but ſhall be adinitted- 
into the Immediate preſence of God, where there is all 
fulneſs of joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear 
know! of the ever-bleſſed God, and ſuch a live 
ſenſe of his irfinite Perfe&ions as will fill thein with Ad- 
miration, Love and Praiſe : and they ſhall teel the love-of 
God and. their Saviour fo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as. 
ſhall raiſe their Kearts to the very by heighs of jo 
oro bom 
ujahs Songs of Praiſe : and ih this moſt deljp 
us rom ſhall they joyn with all the d compa- 
no aven for ever and eyer. That's the pericdion-of 
» that the joys of Heaven ſhall never have at 
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© mind, that he will even triumph and rejoyce in the midft 
of His ſufferitigs , as we know the Apoſtles and primt- 


we - menc of his love ; always delighted with the moſt pleas 
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#7 both a moſt exceeding and an eternal weight of glovy that's: 
promilſed, 2 Cor, 4. 17, 18. "For tver ſhall we remain with: 
the Zord, 1 Thef. 4. 17. The eternal God will be 
pron of his peeple 3 and their joy in him ſhall never. 
» leflened or through all eternity. They ſhall t 
always blefimg- and praifing him, always farisfied and 
raviſhed with the bcholding of his Glories and the enjoy-J 


{ant and agreeable fociety of Angels and Saints : Anc 
never more- ſhall dear friends and companions be (e- 
parated from each other, when once they are met 1 
Heaven, Death has now no pewer over them. - The 
are become in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſel 
ere ſhall ſee him as he is in all his glory,Phil.3.21, 
I Joh. 3. 2. 

But 2 fa it is thus to-be made Iike ro Chriſt,to ſee God 
and enjoy him,we are notable fully ro expreſs or conceive] : 9 


._ whiſſtwe archere inthe body, to.compare the.glories off F 


Heaven to all the riches and honour of Courrs and Pallacesy 
here below, were greatly to. leſſen. and difparage them, } - 0 
So great are thoſe heavenly: glories ind joys,.. that they} -þ 
can never be clearly known. till they are. enjoy'd :- AS a 1 
blind Man can-never welltell whar Tight is, till his. EyesY 1; 
are ogen ro diſcern it. It's enough tor us that we have .4} 
full affurance fromthe promiſes of the Goſpel, thar ſuch 
a ſtate of ne yp happine(s there is provided for 
- gocd Men in the lite to come. And: as the Lord Jeſus 
Is gone before to prepare ir for them, ſo naw by his ho- 
ly: Spirit he. prepares them for -rhat .blefled place, by 
* |. working in them. rhat grace which firs them for glory , 
* = andis the very firſt-fruirs and beginnings of ir in their 
Souls. True holineſs is the moſt certain pledge of eternal 
happineſs, and makes us meet for it, Eph. 1. 13, 14 Col$, 
I, 12, | 
- Since then ſuch a glory there is, ſo infinitely great, 
* fo ſureand certain, fhall we nor all be perſwaded. to 
afrer it .by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead there- 
to ?* Surely we ſhall, if we have any belief of Gods 
word,any regard to our own iritereſt. Muſt our Souls li 
for ever in-another World, and ſhall' we not uſe our ut: 
moſt care and dHigence wo make them bippy IE OY 
| re 
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I there? Are-they not-our own, Souls ? And + do they nor 
4 then deſerve our loye'and care ? Iſ>e be wiſt and good, 


-s-it not for ojrr_ ſelves ,- for our own happireſs'? "And. 


J'is there any other way to make our ſelves happy but by 
I wither in our hands, and periſh-in the- uſmg. ” Our 

Neighbours and acquaintance are wes tel Hera 2- 
*bour us 3 many of our deareſt Friends and Relati 


r10ns are 
already gone before us, and we'eur {elves are-ſwiftly fol- 
Yy lowing after. We are juſt upon the borders of eternicy, 
fi] liable to a thouſand diſeaſes and mrichances that may 
| ' foon ſtop our breath, and then we are = Since then 
| - we cannot make ſure of thi> life, nor the enjoyments of 
it , O let us ſee to make ſure of eternal glory 3 which 
if - we may do, by Gods affiſtance, even the Man 
-on Earth,*if he will become ſincerely pious and | 
For God is no reſpeQer of perſons, Chriſt died for poor 
JJ Men as well as rich ; and-they that have no inhericanee 


= 


'be rich in faith and. love to God, Fan. 2. $. And me- 
thinks they that have ſo much-rrouble and ſorrow in this 
life, ſhould be moved to ſeek after. riches and glory in 
the life to come. There the pooreſt Lzyarvs fhall hay 
a thouſand times more pleaſure and joy, than any of the 
roud Djves's or rich Gluttons and Epicures have now 
in their delicious fare and gorgeous Apparel, Nay, the 
wy hopes of rhis glory may fill the good Mans mind 
with ſo much joy, that he will even forget his poverty, 
and not count hisafflitions worthy to be compared with 
the happineſs he hopes for, n:r would he change Eſtates 
with the PRs Prince upon Earth, - whe 1s -a ſt-anger 
- to-theſe hopes, Thus it was with the holy Ap 
and their followers, 2 Cor.6. 10. 1 Pt. 1. 6, 7,8. . - 
Thus have I briefly rold you ſomewhat of the. hap- 
pineſs of the godly in the world to come : Bur on the 6- 
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heavy Wrath-and Vengeance, and there muſt remain 
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| Yaining the love of God and eternal life ?. Do we norſee 


-on Earth may be Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom, if they 


ther hand conſider what will be the portion of thewicked, 
who deſpiſerhe-mercies of God, and the offers and pro-- 
miſes of the-Goſpel ,' theſe will at laſt fall under his * 


ever .in the moſt intolerable rorments of Soul and Body, 
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'er dar there is weepi 
1 p of reeth, not the leaſt-gli 


ro all eternity, Mett. 29, 3d, $6 Me 9-43 
S that bel | 


ing ſer on the left hand muſt hear that doleful ſentences; 


© the end; 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8,9,Theſe are the 


uage of God damn me 


| And- what wonder if their petition be now granted, an 


they ſentenced to. that damnation which rhey thus ez 


-for ? By the Devil they were led and guided, and -b) 
his wicked inſtraments and their own bruriſh luſts 


and rherefore now they muſt have the Devi! and bis 


gels, - and damned finners like themſelves ro be their 


panions in torment , who are ſo far from pirying c 


ther now in their miſery, who before rempred one anc 


ther ra ſm. O fad * of the Drunkards, t 


Whoremongers and the Harlots there together in-cho@' 
: FONILBIn © Vire bn- vaja-they cry oup-fos 
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drop of water. to cool their It muſt .not be 


nred 3. their good th and gone : And 
Ennis prin 


in ſpite of all the warnings that were given them, did 
by. their own wilfull and impenitent conrinyance . in fin, 
unge themſelves into this miſery,from whencethey muſt 


a = 0 


| Eternal torment! How does the thqught of this fink and 
| break their hearts, and fil! them with deepeſt horrour and 
deſpaic ! Who can dwell with. everlaſting burnings ? 

s can? And yer the ſmner muſt, though in the mo! 
raging and impatient manner.. After have lain 

. thouſands and millions of years in that place of rornent, 
yet is there not a moment leſs ro come, there is a whole 


| ty inall this, ſince it was. the finners own doing, 
Tuit of their own choice : For. they knew that fin would 


falls ro the ground. Even here on earth the ' proud and - 
covetous, the malicious and revengeful, the profane and 
$ ſ{cnſual do. kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls ; 
:and whilſt they carry along with them the ſame wicked 

temper of mind, 1t muſt ſtill .needs make them moſt 
wretched and miſerable in another World, as long as - 


4 ever their Souls live, and theſe vices ſtick ro_ them, that 


boſom accuſe Gods providence for making the fire 
when he feels it burn him, but let him blame his 
folly and wilfullneſs : And fo awſt felf-condemned 
4 ecrs be forced to. do, 6% 


- 


never be. releaſed. O dreadful word, Evgrlaſting fire! 
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your fins, and caſt them from you with 


- then wil 
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And now tell meI tefeechyou, Is there notalltherea-} 
fon in the World hat you ſhould ſpeedily 1 ar you 'of 
oathing and 


ion, and henceforward ſet a courſe of ſe 
Tious holineſs, that ſo you may. eſcape all this miſety$ 
' _ threatned to the wicked, and may partake of that glory 
| *which is promiſed tothe pious and gord. Does not 7 
 * thouſand pound a year deſerve the labour of one da 
- And will not all the joys of Heaven that ſhall laſt for 
- ever and ever, abundantly reward our diligence itt Gods 
' ſervice'for this ſhort-life time ? And are not the eternal 
torments-of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
and ſinful life, though it were never ſo profitable or 
:eaſanthere for a little while ? But you have before hearc 
© it fully proved, 'that evenar preſent an holy life is in all 
"reſpe&ts moſt for our benefitand comfort. So that with 
out doubt a good Man finds more ſweetneſs and fatisfatti 
on inthe way to Heaven, than finners do inthe way roff 
- Hell, Our gracious God appoints us an eafie and he 
nourable ſervice, and piyes glorious rewards : But 
-" Devil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſers his ſlaves to the 
- vileſt d:udgery , and afterward paies them very ſa 
© wages, Rom, 6. 21, 22, 23 Whether then will you be 
» Chriſt's freefnenor the Deyil's bond{laves? Whether wil 
you walk inthe good ways of God, thet bring peaceand 
comfort here on Earth,” and eternal glory in Heaven: of 
in the crooked paths of ſin, which now bring forrowf, ©: 
and ſhame and pain, and hereafter will plunge you int ; 
eternal miſery and torment in Hell? Thus are life ant 
. death, happineſs and miſery ſet betore you : What choc 
[ you make? One would think there was ng 
great difficulty in the caſe to a M:n that has rhe ule of 
- reaſon, if he will ar all make vſe of 1tin the affairs « 
his Soul. - Alirtlethinking ſerves rurn ro convince Met 
" that there isno reaſon why they ſhould chuſe pove 
and reproach ,/pain and impriſonment ( it rhey ca 
honeſtly avoid-them ) rather than Riches and Honou 
-  - eaſe ind liberty, Bur 1 am ſure there isa thouſat b 
- | times les reaſon for a Man to diſobey-God znd damnhk 
Soul for ever, rather than to pleaſe and ſerve him, af 
{ make ſure of erernalSalyation, Wherefore ler meg 
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| beſeech you to- take the matrer into conſjderation, and - | 
p Coat what is moſt reaſonable and moſt for yqur  * 
- own intereſt, and then chuſe accordingly, And I pray 
| God dire& your hearts to, make ſo wile a cholce, that | 
F you may never havecauſe ro repent of it, .cither in this...” 
World or "that tocome.. Amen, © : a I 


D —_—— 
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A brief deſcription of an holy life, with + 
ſome ſhort Direttions in order thereto... 


Tf younow demand of me wherein confiſts this Holineſs - 
of life, to. which I have been thus long and carneſt- 

ly. exhorring you, that I hope you may 1n meaſure » 
43 underſtand by refle&ing on whar I faid' at the begin- - 
J ning, -and by attending to what 'I have -intimared all a- 

if lohgmy Diſcourſe. Yet for your afliſtance, I ſhall fome- . 
J what more. plainly repreſent it ro you, though bur ve- - 
ry briefly 3 as no, ocher can be expected in this Iftle 


In the general then ( as I have before expreſt it) I 
am only perſwading you to live as becomes true Chri- ' 
F ſtians, according. ro your: > Om Vow, in the keep- 
g ing of which conſiſts your-Chriſtianity. Now by your- ” 
4 Baptiſm you are engaged to believe in and obey Godl 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; You muſt * 
4; ſincerely and heartily own God rhe Father as your maker : 
and Preſcrver, the Son. of God as your Redeemer ,- and * 
| the Holy Ghoſt as your SanRifier, Guide and Comfor- - 
ter... And accordingly muſt you behave your ſelf- both + 
41 heart and life : And therefore you muſt renouncethe -- 
Devil, the. World and the Fleſh which would draw you + 
eff from God, and muſt ftedfaſtly believe the Articles + - 
la Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep Gods holy : 
Hl and. and: all che days of your life. Your 
Kuth is required in 


nn ” 
J der to obedience ;: For if you do + © 
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-” mot belieye Chriſt's Goſpel, you are nor like to it, 
In theſe ewo thitigs Back the Retgion Jes s 


_ Chriſtian, to whichhe is engaged by his Baptiſm, 24x. 
© In Believing whar Jeſus SR hah revealed, wad 
_ doing what he hath* commanded. ' In ſhort, he is a 
_ *.. goed Chriſt:an who does firmly believe his Creed, and. 
- Earctully keep the Commandments. | 
_ dodrines which we "are to believe are indeed 
more [.rgely and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by. the Holy Ghoſt, 
t to 


and gy oug 
God, and'ro diligently read and ſtedfaftly believed. 
Bur the Chief articles of the Chriſtian Faith, are briefly 
ſun'd up in rHat which 'we call the Apoſtles Creed, 7 
belizve in God the Father, &c. This I hope you are 
well acquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daj- 
ly re in the Church Service ; and therefore I ſhall 
not {ct it down at large. And this alſo Thope you do be- 
lieve to be moſt true. You would t:ike it jll; if 'T 
ſhould queſtion your belief of the Creed, withour which 
| You are not to be reckoned as\Chriſtians. Bur let me 

' adviſe you to conſider ſeriouſly arid frequently bf 
theſe preat truths contained jn the Creed, that. you m 
more clearly underſtand them, and be more affeted with 
them. And pray fee that your belief of rhem be very 
firm and deep-rooted in your Soul, that ſo the fruir of ' 

our faith may appear in the holineſs of your life.. , 
Withoutchis, the bare knowing of the Creed, and” re- . 
Peating it never ſo often will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, 
a£T-rold: you, obedience is rhe end of Faith. And all 
the Articles of our Belicfdo moft plainly tend -ro make 
us, holy and good, if we will but carcfully artend tothe, 
and conſider. well of them. To ſhew tin few words, 
IF we believe that God the Father Almighty made 4s and” 
all the World ; then are -- tound to __ and 411mg 

im, to worſthip.:nd obey him, as our maker, and pre-. 
ray Ly Ro Hon Power, infinite in Wiſdom, - ©: 
goodneſs and all manner of Pertetions. 4t we believe 


Heavens, | 


be received as the word of 
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that Jeſus cons is the Son of God, and the Redeemer of Þ 
mann, wha died far is and roſe again, and aſcended to- / 
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| penis 1 obedient Believers, the 
, and eotrlafting Bfe, butwiln- 


- and the metits:of Chriſt, for Pardon and ' Salvation. 
* And if-we b&lieve, that it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt 
to ſandtifie as, and all the ele People of God; then ought 
- weto pray to God for his holy Spirit, and-we muſt com 
ply withhis good marions, and ſubmit” tro his working” 
upon our Souls, that he may ſanRifie us and make us 
holy, thar ſo we: may be living members of ChrifF's *: 
Holy Catholich Church. And' in this Church are we bound: 
to continue, that ſo in the Communion of Saints, "we may + 
enjoy the henefit of the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer 
by which mcans the Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us,zand” | 
encreaſes the fame, till it be perfeed in eternal Glory, ' 
to which good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and 
Body ar. he Reſurre&ion, as cheir Souls made entrance” . 
upon it prefently after their dcarh, | | 
Thus: you: ſee how a right Belief leads a Man'to hol. ' 
neſs of Life, And therefore in holy: Scripture dowe .- 
find ſo much mention” made of Faith, 'or of believingin 
God and in Chriſt. | This in many places is highly ex-: - 
rolled, and moſt ſtriAly required of us,as the very. ſumm- - 
of onr Duty: inſomuch thar we ate ofrenfaid: to be jus - 
ſifted or pardoned on account of our Faith, and to be - 
faved by Faith, and all this: chiefly, as I fuppoſes be- - 
cauſe true Faith produces Obedience 5 and makes a Man : 
become an humble and ſincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſo makes us fit tor the mercies of God in and through 
.our Blefled Saviour. Bur when faith does not bring - 
forth the fruir of Holineſs and good Works, it's of ne © - 
yalge with God, nor will ſtand us1n an ſtead, as you Mi 


| may ſcear large in the ſecond Chapter of St, Famey, to- » 


1 name no other places. Wherefore you. know we are —.- 

1 - 'd by our Bapriſm,. not only te believe all the Ar- - 
' I ricles of the Chriſtian Faith, but alſo: to keep -God's © - 
Commandments, which Lam to ſpeakof nex, © 


C2 - 


, 
Ls 
_ 
W. 
”” 
3 
g o 


4 A AM 


« 


= wot . we 0 T ug » y Gao PRI. 
Is | Y : - | 
32 The Chrifian Monitor.” 


- - and by our Saviour 
- © fixth, and ſeventh Cha 
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Now theſe Co1 are alſo plainly contained. itt 
aiphy Tort I CE GON ll GRO: 3 
ON WNY YOurmoBiIa. Ligently readar y the lane, thar oF” 
you may kin the Will of God and do ir. And all. that \Þ : 
15 to be done by us, I reckon, is contained in Ten 
y 4s are d tO us, and urged 

the ,Prophets in the Old Teſtament, | 
and his Apoſtles inthe New: Eſpe--F : 
cially in our Saviour's Sermon in the Mount, in the 7.0 - 

s of St. Matthew, And there- 

- fore often read oyer theſe three Chapters. There you * 
wall find what manner of perfons the Diſciples of Jeſus ? 
ought ro be, even like their Maſter , of an humble, lowly 
Spirit, meek and. gentle, pure and peaceable., mercifut 
andparient, and the like. Such as theſe he prorounces . 
-blefied 1n rhe beginning of char heavenly. Sermon, and 
theſe alone are : whom he will make ntoſt blefled 
with himſelf for ever. But if you would have. the ſumm 
of your Duty to God and to your” Neighbour, as required 
by the Ten Commandments, briefly repreſented; rake it 
in the very words of our Church Catechiſm, | 

My duty towards God 1s to believe in bim; to fear him; 

Fo lbue bim with all my heart, with all try mind, with all my. 

foul, and with all my ſtrength; to worſhip bim; to give him 

thanks; to pat my whole truſt in him; to call npon him; to 

. bo.:our bis holy Name and bis Word.; and to ſtrue him truly 
au the days of my life. 

My duty towards .my Neighboxr, i to love him as my ſelf; 
and to. do to. all min as I would they ſhould do tome. To 
Jove, honour, and ſuccour my Father and Mother, To honoxr 

and obey the King , and.all t at are put in authority under, 

him. To ſubmit my ſelf to all my Governo:rs, Teachers , Spis.. 
ritnal Paſtours and Maſters. To order my ſelf lowly an 
yeverently.to all my betters. To hurt xe body by word or deed: 

To be trne and juft in. all my dealings. To bear no malice nor 

batred"in .my . heart. To Ges my. ba1ds from picking and | 

ſtealing; thy tongue from evil-ſpeaking , !ying and” ſtunder- 

Ing. To keep my body in temperance, ſoberne(s and chaſtity... 

Not to covet-and defire other mens goods, but +6 learn and * 

Jabour truly to get. my .own living , and to do my duty in that. 

Pate of life into which it ſhalt pleaſe God 50 call me. PL 
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4 Here you have your Daty.in a little room, which you _ 
- may eafily keep in memory: bur eſpecially beg of God 


ro write his Laws in- your cely. 
Þ& and chearfully obey them jn your Life and Converſarion. 
And for your further aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall a little enlarge 
F upon the chief of theſe: £ 
& and general DireRtions for the guiding of your ſteps more, 
readily and conſtantly- in the ways of Holineſs all the. 

| days of your Life. | oP + 
* To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firft 
and great Commandment :. as; our Saviour himfelt reach-. 
eth us, Matth, 22. 37, 38. This makes us more eafily 
to obey all the reſt of his. Commands, For it we truly 
love God , we ſhall he very fearful to offend him, and 
very careful to pleaſe him in all our ways. And then do 
we, truly love God with all our Heart,, when we. love, 
4 Him more than all other things in the World, more than 
Riches, Pleaſures, Honours, Friends, or any other En- 
joyments , yea , more than our very Lives; fo that we 

$ will part with all, rather than loſe the favour of God, in 
4 which we account our happineſs chiefly to conſiſt. This 


\. 4 TFrake to be the very Eflence of Religion, and ris thar 
|} without which our. Saviour, tefls us, we cannor be his 
). | Diſciples, Matth. 10. 37, 38. But when once we are 
y | to this blefled temper, we ſhall find it no yery hard mat-. 
rer to deny our ſelves, and take up our Croſs , and fol- 
3 | low our Lord and Maſter both in well-doing and in pa-+ 
0 } rientſuffering, 
7 Wheretore ler us earneſtly begof God by his holy Spi-+ 
7, | rit to work this-love in our Hearts. And to our Prayers ler 
=. u$ add our owr diligent Endeavours; and eſpecially let 
#J us. be mbch in thinking of all the goodneſs and loving- 
7: kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and to all the Wor 
or | Let us conſider what” he has done for us already, both . 
14 4 for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to doin 
7-4] the Life ro come, And never let our Hearts be ar reſt, - 
Je. till they are entirely fixed upon the ever-blefſed God as 
14 } our chiefeſt good, and; ovly ſatisfying Portion. And let 
at, 4 us carneſtly leck his fayour through the Lord Jeſus, the © 
ro 


Mediatour, who came into the World- on purpole to. 


bring 


I 
. 


- 
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Exceprhe uſe all dye care to pleaſe him. - - _— 
"- And1f you do thus ſincerely love God as your Father, MW? 
then may youalways comfortably truſt in him, and de 
. pend upon him, which is another great Dutv, and brings ? 
grear peace and quier to our minds, N72. 26. 3,4. Whillt * 
. You hive tm obedience to God's commands, vou have a Þ |! 
ſure incereft in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upon his Þ 
good Providence, for the performance of them. Wherefore "| t 
whatever your wants, your dangers, or ſufferings are, - 
do nordiſtruft the Providence of God, bur wair partently, 
and do your own duty, and be affured, God in his good. 
rime, will ſuccour andrelieveyou, hewill dire&, com- 
fort -and ſtrengthen you. Let all the experience you: 
have hitherto had of his loving-kindneſs, engage you to 
truſt in him /as long as you hve. And takepgreat care, 
- thar you never murmur nor repine againſt God under }_ 
any affiition wharever 53 when. you meer with the 
heavieſt croſſes and diſappointments, or loſe your dear- 
eft Relations. and Friends, fay with hely Jo , The Lord”? 
gives, and the Lordtabts away, bluſſed be the Name of the 
Lord. Beſeech God 'ro teach you that excellent Leflon 
of Contrentment inallEſtates, Phil. 4. 11, 12, 13. Though "+ 
you may be !ow and poor in the World, yet confſi- - 
der, you have always cauſero be thankful, bur never an 
reaſon to complain. God knows what condition. 15 | 
for us, and ler us leave it tohim ro chuſe what we ſhall 
have, Wethat deſerve nothing but wrarh and miſery, 
ought ro acknowledg. the great goodneſs of God, thar : 
weare on this fide Hell. tis if the Lord's merties, that- * 
wt ave not iterly confiuned, and that we do enjoy any + 
meaſure of comforr. Think how: poor theLorg Jeſus: 
was for our ſakes, who had nox-where te lay his Head, : 


© ad was miniſtred to by the ſubſtance of others: and in 
' he ſame mean Condition did rhe holy SSIS | 


I 
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y | Death for © 

wart of Bread ('whichnor one of a Thowiand toes ky : 

imes of Peace and Plenty) yer if our Souls befir for 
caven, and: carried hither, 4 ſhall have fiocauſe to 

F eomplain of the manner- of our-Death. TI have beena 

$ little the larger upon this, for the ſake of -poor People, 

who are too apt: to be diſconcent, and to marmur ar 

4 their Condirien ; thongh. alas, they- commonly bring 

, | themſelves into ir, or make iemuch worſe by their own 

|} carelefsand !looſe lives, as was before mention'd. 

- 4 Ani yer before 1 proceed to the Duty yarowetd . 
your Neighbour, lerme in'a few words dire you, as to 
the Worſhipof Godin Prayers and Praiſes. This is a duty 
moſt frequently enjoyn'd m Scripture, and praiſed. b 

4 all good Men, and the very of Nature ' may di 
 } us roit. We-have daily needof God's mercy, and do. 

| daily taſte of it, and therefore are OL tO Pray Cone 

tinually, amd in every thing to give th To God alone 

'-Þ muſt we offer up-our Prayers and Prat » in the Name of 
| Teſas Chriſt, 'as he himſelf reacheth us, Matt. 4. 10, 
0h. 16. 24 We muſt nor pray to Angels or Saints, nor 

make uſe of them as our Medfarours, for this is the x 

_ | culiar Officeot Chriſt, who died for us, and is now =. 
| terceeding ar the right hand'of God, r'Tim:;'2. $. Heb.'4.. 
*1 25. Wherefore we mean, ſinful C-eatures muſt | 

4 come to; God in the Naineot Chriſt, and for hisſake- 
4 alone, hope forthe favour of God, the pardon ' of - our: ' 

-| Sins, rhe acceprance of our Perſons” and. Services, and 

the Salyacion of our Souls. 

1 And oarS1viourteacherh us ro worſhip-God- in a pute- 

; | and Spiritual m:nner wich our Heares and. Sou:'s,. jpen- I 

4 heisa Spirit, and (carches the hearts of Men, x. 23. 
1 Wherefore by no means, may-we make an — 
Pitute of God, wormay-we the Religious W 
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an Image, which isdire&ly contrary to the ſecond Como 

mandmenr., Neither may we frame. in our minds any. © 

| bodily ſhape or likeneſs of Ged when we pray-ro hint, þ 5 

Eine ITLeet rn - 
PIFIT 5 TRL LICE - ; ANAL fills b ad 
whole World wb, his Preſence, is always near ro 
our-Prayers, 


5 
us 
=} 


l 
IL 


-. 


and knows our wants, and is both able andÞ' 


. = 


willing to-help us. 
Our- Saviour hath commanded us to pray in private, 
when we are alone, MHatth. 6. 6. Andrthere he taught hi df 

- Diſciples how to-pray, and hath given us that moſt excel.F P® 
lent Form, which - we call the Lord's Prayer, Onr Father | 1s 
whith art 3u_ Heaven, &c. which by the way , may afſbre,}, 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful. And the Lord's | it 
Prayer may- both ſerve for .a Pattern to dire& us in all | + 
our Prayers ,. and alſo. is it ſelf moſt fir to be uſed and | 8r« 

: _—_ ro our ether Prayers. Bur it.is not proper to | of 
e the Belief and the ren Commandments for Prayers, A #: 
as the manner 1s of poor 1gnorant People ; th we || fre 
oughr often to think of them, or rehearle them, for the , iſ 
quickning of-our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives, J® 
Upon all-occafions , in all our troubles and diſtreſſes, | Bu 
let us be-much in Prayer-ro God , and ſtill-ſeek tro him +} th 
+ -for mercy and comfort,  who-is always nigh to them | Yo 
-, that call upon him in truth and ſincerity. .. Would the } 

' poor Man feck as earneſtly ro God for relief, as he does” Da 
to his rich Neighbour , he would find it the ſureſt courſe 4 anc 
rt have his wants ſupplied... And .ket us alſo frequently 4 Ch 

'be-lifring up our Hearts to. God 'in Thanksgiying and Þ Br! 
Praiſe, for all his mercies and favours which he' bettows | Pol 
upon us, Thus. may even the pooreſt . Man have his 7 Vic 
mind ofrenemploy'd when he is ar his Work in the. Shop, av. 
orintheField, or when he is walking in the way, or ſail- 4 do, 

on the Seas, which would not hinder, bur: further his , Be! 
urs, and make them more caſie and pleaſant. Bur be bo: 

_ fure.to ſer ſome time apars every day for lolemn Prayer, JM 

-. -- Very fit it is to begin the day with. Prayer.to God, Jan; 
- © as ſoon as we riſe out of Bed ; bleſling his Name for-our . {it 1 
”. preſervationand quiet reſt, begging his gracious Preſence... JAb 
» with us all the day , that we may be kepr from all evil, 

ES c\peclally*,4xe 
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cially from fin, .che worſt of all,. And. at the E 
ET” lor this be "our L{t work. before we lie, down to 
ſleep, humbly to commit our ſelyes ro God. by Prayer, | 

Pſal. 92.1, 2+ 
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Exceeding uſeful ir-is fof! thoſe who have. Families, | 


to joyn roger Morning and Evening in Proyer to God 


F: ough they have none of them, yerthey may uſe ſuch, | 


rpoſe there are many good Bocks of Devotion : and 


of the Prayers of the Church 25.are proper tor their pur- 
ſe, which are to be found in the Morning and Even- 


jng Service, and !n other places. 


Before you ſirdown to Meat, beg God's bleſſing upon -. 


J it, and afterward return thanks for 1 


Bur beſide our Devotions in the Family or Cloſer, our. 


. 


i preat Duty is to worſhip God in the publick Aſſemblies 
l of his People, which by no means we ought to- forſake, 


Heb, 10., 2g. . Suffer nor. your, (elves therefore by any 
Pretences. whatever to be drawn away, either by Pa- 


| piſts or .Sefaries, from the publick Worſhip of God, | 
4 as it is now by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, 


= 
”- wn 


Bur ſee that.you duly reſort to your Pariſh-Churches,and - 
that not only on Holy-days, bur on the Week days, w 

you haye opportunity and leiſure. More eſpecially, ſee” 
that you conſtantly trequent the Church on the Lord's-... 


Day, if not hindred by 1ickneſs, or ſome other very great 


urgent Cauſe... Ler nor that Excuſe keep you trom 


Church, which would not keep you from the Market. 
{Bring as many of your Family along with you, as can 


I poſſibly be ſpared. ' Come to the very beginnitigof Ser | 
Javay before the Bleſling, as many caceleſs People rudely(Þ” 


vice, and ſtay quietly till the end of ir, not. running 


4 do, as if rhey were: glad to ger away, as from a. Priſon. 


'Axe praying, and mind well whar 


JBchave your ſelves with all due reverence, both of. - 

Fbody and mind, conſidering the Majeſty God, ). * 

Jin whoſe pn you ſtand , before whom the very - 
1 


Angels veil their Faces, Always knee! ar. your Prayers, , 


is fajd, 
þÞ - 


- 


 -: 


be "" 
"= 


_ Fif there be convenienee, or ſtand ar leaſt, Pſal.- 98. 6. ; -... | 
-JAbove all, look well to the temper of our Soul ud, het” 


9, 
I keep wp an awful ſence of the great ne < 
i C30-H boa Fc : 8 
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Bu uch, you do 
mucin, you. do not pra 
wandring 
22s ifmp his Na | - ai . 


reverence to God's Word, whemn' it's read from: the. Desk, 


and alſo to the preaching and explaining of it from the * 
F Palpir, that you may borh be diligent hearers, and faith- * 
ful doers of the Word. . Negle& nor the Church in the 
Afﬀernoon , though you ſhould live where there is no . 


Sermon... Catechiſing may be as uſeful ro you, and this 
owupht ro be in all places. . And beſides that , you will 


hear-the holy Scriptures read, and have the benefit of } 


thepublick Prayers. 


you. come from Church, ſpend not the remain« ' 

der of the day in ſports and 1dleneſs, much lefs in drink- * 

| ing and gaming, as too many do ; bur if you have a 
Family, ler ſome time be ſpent with them, in praying, in : 


reading God's'Word,and ſome good Book ; and let Chil- 
dren and Servants be inſtructed in their Catechiſm. 
Examine them about what they have heard, that fo ir 


may make them more atrentive; and do you medirate ” 
on the ſame, that ir may fink into your Heart. Works of 
mercy and necefliry may be done on the Lord's Day 
" bur by no means allow your ſelves in any needleſs La- 


bours, "nor in travelling upon the Road, or wandring 
about ro make idle Viſits. God allows us fix days in 
the Week for cur own Employments, let us devote the 
Lord's Day to his ſervice, readily and cheerfully. 


_ _» When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred , do 
g0y apend to it, Remember your .own Engagement by 


received ir in your Infancy, and reſolve to live 
anfwerably thereto, -Joyn in Prayer for God's blef9i 
on the Children then received into the Church. A 


4 


44, 


*t 
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you bring your own Children to be baptrzed \ ſee * 
you do moit ſincerely give them up to God, and 
them ro his Service , with firm Reſolutions to. 
ig them up in his fear, 1f God ſpare your Lives and” 


your defires to God z 1 


_ For: Attend with care and i 


_— * 
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F very wic _—_ | Umot 
| tar afrer a Child is baptized, the- Neighbours 
invited, ſpend thereſt of the day in Riot and 1 
wel; forgetting, that even now they renounced theluſts 
of the Fleſh, thoſe who ſtood at the Font, and all the 
reſt, are under the ſame obligation, _ 
Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the ho- 
\ | 1y Communion, do not willingly negle& the Invitation: 
| | bur come with a thankful Heart to keep up the remem- 
' 4 brance of Chriſf's loye in dying for ſmners, according'to 
$ his expreſs Command, 4 22. 19, Take care to pre- 
1. oe your ſelves by true repentance for all your former 
\ | fins, and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's grace throughly to 
| {| forſake the ſame, See thar you be in perfe&t Char 
| -| with all Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offende 
you, and offering ſarisfa&ion to thoſe whom you have 
offended. If after this, they will not be reconciled, that's 
' not your fault, but theirs, and therefore may ,not keep 
you from the Sacrament, Stay not. away out of a Pre» 
rence, that'you want time -to prepare your ſelf, For' a 
conſtant holy Life, is the beſt Preparation, If you are & 
for Prayers, you are fit for the Communion. Do not 
think that the Communion is only for rich People. The 
| Souls of the poor are as precious as the rich , and as 
mueh concerned -in -Chriſt's death ; 'and have as 
much cauſe ro remember it, and feek after: "1 
of- it, If you have not Money-to offer at the tony - _ 
ſee- that - you offer up your (clv&s to God,; and that wilt © 
- be of more value, Complain not that you want IE 
and therefore you abſent ,- both | from” the Church and * 
Communion: bur ſee thax you come in the ['Wedding 


4 
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Garment required in the !, with humble, pent="_ 
rent, thankful Hearts, and tim you v'1l be welcome 
Gueſts at Chrift's Table... For- your n, if you' 


have ne Books on thi Subje&, yer read-farioully the > © 
Da . © Ons 
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| a "IT great contempt of F * 
- Authority, 'and of his infinite love and 
BeforeT leave ſpeaking of your Dury:to God,lerme be-" 
ſeech you carefully to <bftain fromthe common hainous 
fin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs. piece of wickedneſs. that 
bringsneither pleafure nor profic along with ir.. "When | 
you are called before the Magiſtrate in ' weighty Caſes, 
you may lawfully ſwear, Heb. '6. 16. but take great 
care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth : for 
ores gr call the True God to witneſs a Lye, and 
do cven call for:his vengeance upon your ſelves. In 
Jon ordinary communication, avoid all manner of I 
wearing, either by the facred Name of God, or by any # 
Creature, Matth. I 34+ 7am. $s. 12, Uſe not ſuch Ex», 
prefſions, As you bope to be ſav/d, As you bope for merey,, 
with others the like, which are great: Oarhs, though 
frequently uſed upen- every flight occaftion, Do-nox | 
ſo much as raſhly and careleſly mention the holy Name 
'- of God or Chriſt : but ler your inward Reyerence be | 
- .__ manifeſted in your ourward Expreſſions. X 
= And to this I may fitly joyn as earneſt Caution againſt 
the hn of Curing, in which the Name of God is often 
.difhonoured , when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may 
light upon others, ſomerimes on their very Children 
and rearcſt Relations, ſometimes on their Neighbours, 'Þ' 
and ſometimes on their Carrel. Sonie prophane wretches 
wiſh damnarion to thoſe they quarrel with, yea, even 
ro. yes., And how common is it to hear Men in 
their \ wiſhthe Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their | 
Neighbour, 'or bidding the Devil rake them; Indeed * 


r 
t 
\ 
| 


e ſeem to be poſſeſt by him, whilſt they” 
> yent this Language of Hell, and do take the ready way } 
.— tO bring all manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul | . 
and. Pſal, og. 19, 18, This wicked Cuſtom f 


5 the want Of the true fear of God 
| in 
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loving of our 
ryof a Chriſtian, 
e, Matth. 22, 


ſhall chen eaſily © 
and readily perform all thoſe Durtes which we owe «0 - 
them in the ſeveral places and relations wherein we 
ſtand : of which I muſt not here go abour to give a 

particular account, But in general, Husbands and 
Wives ought moſt entirely to love each other, and ſtudy 
ro render one another's Lives happy here , and their 
Souls hexeafter. For if they live in diſcord and wrath, 
they have an Hell upon Earch whilſt they live, and have 
reaſon to expe the eternal rorments of Hell when they - 
die, Parents ought to love their Children, and rakedue 


, care of them, borh as to Soul and Body : and Children 


oughr ro honour and obey their Parents, and relieve 
them if they ſtand in need. Maſters muſt be gentle and - 
kind toward their Servants; and Servants muſt be fairh- 


ful avd obedient to theit Maſters, even to-the froward - 3 
and ſevere. Subjefts muſt yield obedience to alt the” * + 
lawful Commands of their Rulers , and Pagewny ſubmit © 


ro what Puniſhmenrs nt & rn, and upon no Pret: of 
whatever, . may they rebel againſt chem: for it is:-moſt. © 
Expreſly forbidden in Scripture, and damnation threat» 
ned to thoſe that are guilty, Got 13. 1,2 Mm. 
V3 | 


& # 


KS Sr - & 
v42Y * V ba % & 4 


«> "> 
3. 


"z 42  TheC hriſtian Monitor. 


People ought to eſteem and love their Miniſters , to fol- 
Jowiheir godly 
them due Mai 


monly Treaſon and Rebellion, bring nothing but rum and | 
mi 4 m this World ; as well as the next. - The 


admonitigns and Examples, and afford 


In trief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any in- 


-jury to any Man. of whatrank or condition ſoever, either F 


| inhis Soul or Body, his Eſtare or good Name: bur muſt 0 
+ be ever ready to do all manner of good to all Men ae=F 


cording to our ability and opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves ,, by dealing with all Men fo truly and juſtly, fo 


mercitully and kindly, as we deſire to. be dealt with our ' 


ſelves. - This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, Matt. 7. 12. 
And by this Rule ought we to gavern our ſclves in alt 
Our carriage toward others, both in buying and ſelling, 
and in our whole Converſation, This is a very plain 
and eaſje Rule to walkby, and is moſt juſt and equal, 
and very large and comprehenſive ; ſo that if a Man wilt 


honeſtly and faithfully attend ro ir , he need nor go far 


to ſeek for diretion how to behave himſelf in moſt 
Caſes, that may happen berwixt him and his Neighbour. 
Would I be reviled and flandered, cheared and cozened, 
beaten: and- hurt, or any other way abus'd? if nor, then 
let me not uſe another at this rate. Would I bedeſpis'd 
or derided for my faults, or for my poverry and mi(- 
fortune ? Would I not rather in reaſon defire ro be 
. "kindly inſtructed, affiſted, and relieved? Thus then, ler 
me deal with my Neighbour, and according to my power, 
with meekneſs and true kindneſs, inſtru& rhe 1gnorant, 
reclaim the yicious and .errqneous,. comfort the fad, re- 
lieye the oppreſſed, feed the hungry, and clothe the na- 
ked. Even thoſe thar are of a mean condition , muſt be 


. ready to help ſuch, as are in greater want than them- 


ſelves. - The Man that lives by his Labour, 1s not wholly 
excuſed from works of Charicy, Eph. 4. 28. The Wi- 
dow's Mite is very acceptable ro Sod; and a cup of cold 
© >. water ſhall noc loſe it's reward. A willing charitable 
- mind.it is that God chiefly looks at, and calls for, and 
- » this the pooreſt may haye, if it be not their own! 
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Atid our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to'be ſhewn 


relief, Bur _ 


God, and have our treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive - 
thoſe that offend us, as we learn from the Lord's 
Pcayer, and many moſt plain places of Scri . See 
Matth. $. 44, &c. Matth. 18, 21, to the end, Rom. 12. 
14. to the end, We muſt ſhew meekneſs and | 
neſs to all men, and neyer willingly ſay or do any thing 
to provoke another to. anger : nor. ſhould we be eafily : 
| provoked , bur yery eaſily appealed and reconcited.” 
It's very ſad to conſider, what wretched and mi» 
ſerable Lives many of rhe poorer ſort lead, by their. 
continual brawling and pada cparrelſing and Con» ©: 
tending with one another”: and. fomerimes when they - 
have ſcarce Money to buy Bread, they'l throw it away - 
in vexatious Law-Suits , meerly out of Spite and Re- * 
venge. .Y 
And the People of this Rank , ought eſpecially to be»: 
ware of envying thoſe that are 1n better Condition” 
chan themſelves, We ought to. have that true kindneſs* 
and good will for all Men, that 'we ſhould be ff 
their proſperity , though we our ſelyes be in” affliftiong 
as on the other hand, we ro have great compal» 
ſion for thoſe in miſery, though we be'in proſperity. *. 
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Relief, cularly, bey f ſtealing an 
© though of a fall value: By degrees, 1t's to ba 


| - your ſc}ves to ſhame and puniſhment in this 
_ - well a that ts came.” The beſt way 
4 diligent in.v 


means berake your ſelyes ro this lazy , unprofitable Life 
of begging, 1f you are able to ſabſiſt by any other 
" lawful courſe. He that will not work when he can, 
- deferves not te ear. © Bur rather - than either ſteal or 
"ſtarve, you may ſeck for Relief from your Neighbour's 
Charity. Bur do not go about to deceive him, by bor- 
rowing what you know you are never like to pay: for 
this is downright cheating, Rather deal plainly, and 
© make known your Necefficies. Tf you truſt in God, and 


You may he 1n ſtraights ſometimes, yer ſtill you will fird 
a ivrplv.  AnJ ro preyent your poverty, ler: me efpe- 
cially warn you againſt - thar common brutiſh fin of 
Prunkenneſs , w=ich' brings both rhis and many other 
miſchiets along with it, as I have before told you, In- 
deed, ir hinders every thing that's » and leads Men 
- into #ll manner both of fin and miſery. - This Vice 1t ts 
that makes more Beggars than any other cauſe, Where- 
- fore, if you have any regard ro your Families, any love 
to Soul or Body, avoid all rior and excels. Ear and 

"drink moderately , as may tend ro keep you beſt in 

health, and make you moſt fir for the ſervice of God, and 

-* your own Callings, 

-. And 'hſtly, beware of thart filthy fin of Whoredom, 
-* which very often goes along with Drunkenneſs, and as 
; often brings the curſe of God, both upon Men's Bodies 

— and Eſtares. And to keep you innocent, avoid idlenefs, 

as. well as intemperance. And flie from all lewd and 

wicked company , where you are in danger of being 

" enticec : and do nor o much as allow 
- your ſelves in any unclean thoughts or deſires , Ho 
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And ler fiich that are"in'wine ; take heed, that their © 
Neceffities oO on no unlawful Courſe for their | 


EH lace before named, Eph. 4. 28. _ 1 2 
are not able to work, it's lawful' ro beg. But Row 


do your duty , he will rake care of you: And though * 
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3 you mill go'on ro greater marters , and ſo may bring | 
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Þ 00d hath allowed Marriage, which is 
F rable i-all, bur 15. Where them wh God 
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_ Diſcourſes; or in any wanton. =O behavi- 
For the preventing, of all ws rue inthis kind, 
faid to be honou- 


fryer who are 
Vow: 


Heb. 13, 4 


for cver in the dy mew of the moſt he 
And thus I have briefly given you an neon where- - 
itt conſiſts that holineſs of life, ro whichall Chriſtians 
are obliged by the Preceprs of our Blefſed Saviour, amd 
by their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his 
Precepts ard to follow his Example, who himſelf lived 
in the ſame_holy manner that he taught ; and hath 
commanded all that ſay they abide in bim-to walk as he 
walked. 1 Joh. 2.6. The ſumm of all you have in few 
words which the Goſpel reaches, even that we ſhoukd 
| deny ungodlineſs and all world(y luſts, and live ſoberly,- righ- 
trokefly and piouſly i# the World, Tit. 2.11, 12. 
And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſ] Ke, confi- 
ſuch holy and 


| [ive does accuſe you that you have negle&ed the du- 


q 


4 der whether it has been your care to live 


| ſorrow for the ſame, earneſtly 


1 wiltul 
1 this and 


lives, yea or no. And whereinſoever your Con- 


ties God his commanded, or committed thoſe =_ 
which he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowled 

and confeſs the fame to Almighty _ with oy 

ng Merc 

don for Chriſts ſake, who dyed on F, < Crokk and Par | 
and through whom all that confeſs and forſake . rheir 
fins ſhall find mercy. Wherefore do you henceforward - 
"reſolve by his Grace that you will forſake your-fms and 
amend your lives, and make ir your. chief buſineſs to , 
keep Conſciences void of offence roward God and Man, . 
not allowing your ſelves in any known fm, nor in . 
le& of any known Duty, Do nor object aga 
y thar' it $ impoſſible to lead fuch-- an: noTIG 


I 


1 Life : For. thouſands in the World, of all -Ranks and 1. F 


4 Conditions, have done it-in all Ages, by the rag 
12% God's'Grace, which you ſhall never want jf you ſeeks. /: 
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| .to 

_this 1s. anly. for 
, Why, will nor 

-. of your own Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be hay 
"Py as well as they ? By this means you will be eve 
with them , yea much happier than they even in this 
Lite , except they be Good as well as Great. Whar is 
there in all t have ſaid bur even the pooreſt may per-: 
form, if they -have but a willing mind, May you not 
love God and your Neighbour, ,be ſober and chaſt, meek 

and humble, pray to-God and praiſe his Name, &«c.' 
Nay 1s not this the much better way to keep you from 
Poverty, or to help you out of it? Is jt not much cheap- 

er tolive ſoberly ad honeſtly,than to live in Drunkenneſs 

and whoredom and ſuch like waſtful fins-? Does it nor 

eoſt you much more to go to Law for Revenge, than to 

. forgive an injury? One Vice coſts more the. maintaining 
pray ew yh = al I am comers ore: pony 

are brought to Poy gratifying their L 
| Yi for their Children, CIOS ſoever they be, 
$ It not think you- much better for your ſelves and Fa- 
mijies ro > ſpend the Lords-day in Gods ſervice both in 
publick private , than to waſt your time and money 
ar the Alchoule? Daily experience ſhows har. it is not 
Religion, bur the want of 1t that makes Men poor and 
miſcrable. Beſides thar ſuch good Peoplehave Gods bleſ- 
ſing and favours, as I have already ſhewed, and therefo:e 
hee'] be ſure to take care of themand theirs. . 
And pray do not think that you ſhall be ſaved meer- 
ly becauſe you are poor: For if you be wicked and 
- ungodly , you wHl certainly be-miſerable in the next 
Woe as well $6/0905- LENA was not _— 
\ © "Ne was poor, bur becauſe he was a pious gooe : 
+ And ow the phe hand, Dives was nor damn'd fof 
--., > bgipgrich, but becauſe he was luxurious and proud, an 
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| be ſo thorowly ſanRified by t 

do truly love God a2ove all, and ſer our hearts on the 
joyes of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, -and be true 
and juſt in our dealings, Temperate and Chaft in our 
Converſation, as is before deſcribed. And this .is the 
great end of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, to make 
us more an4 more holy in heart and life : without which 
we ſhall be rather worſe than better for them. © Matt. 
%. 21, .22, 23: | 

Be not (o weak as to think you may be ſaved by a good 
belief alone, by your faith in Chriſt, and truſting in God, 
withour obedience to his Commands. br 1s for Chyiſt's 
ſake only you are ſaved, bur he will fave none bur 
thoſe who obey him. Heb. 5. 9. And that only 15 true 
ſaving Faith, which purifies the heart, and produces. 0- 
bedience, as you have heard before. And ſince God has 
plainly rold us that we cannot be ſaved without ho- 
lineſs, if we take up a foolifh confidence *thar we may 
be faved withour it, this 1s not truſting in God, bur in 
our own fancies and the Deyils-deluſions. We may (afe-. 
| ly truſt in Gods promiſes, bur then let us ſeeto. perform 
e conditions, and became ſuch an humble, holy le, 
as he has promiſed for Chriſts ſake ro own = vec 
Take. heed alſo of miſtaking the nature of 

trance, as-it it were only being a little ſorry for our fins, 
and crying to God for mercy, and then-all will be well, 
though we go on ſtill in our old ways. . Bur this is a 
moſt dangerous miſtake. For a Man never truly repent! 
till he forſakes his fin and changes his C.: 
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+ them, thele are ro be. reckoned-as: wilful fins , nor a$ 
' _ faihngs. Eſpecially: ſuch groſs ſins as Drunkenneſs, 

Whoredom , common Swearing or Lying and the like 
;* are not to'be reckoned as failings. ' Indeed whatever 


not - a- meer - infirmity but a wilful tranſgreffion. A 
good 'Man hates all'fin as he does ſickneſs , and ftrives 
and watches and prays againft it. He hates every falſe 
way, and lias a reſpe& to gll Gods Commands. A true 
Chriſtian muſt be an entirely good Man, all of a piece, 
A great; matter I find it 15 with many people, that 
they do.no woens tro no-body ,.hor have any malice in 
their heart, and therefore they think themſelves in good 
condition God-ward., But theugh this is one _— part 
of our duty , yer it is bur a part, We mult alſo ſee 
that we do not wrong Almighty God and our own Souls 
by ſerrin; our hearts chiefly on this World, by neg- 
- Ieting his Worſhip and Service , by living in exceſs-or 
uncleanneſs or any other known fin. We mult be both 
pious roward God, 'loyal ro our Prince, juſt and: clia- 
ritable ro our Neighbour, humble and ſober , every way 
holy and good, i we will _ our ſelves to be Chrt> 
ſtians indeed. He thar wilfuliy offends in one point and 
allows himſelf therein, is guilty in effe& of break! 
the whole Law : For he deſpiſes Gods authority 3 
if he meets with the ſame temprarion, will commuir an 
- other fin, And as is commonly and truly faid in this 
eaſe, one ſtab though but wich a- Pen-knife may wound 
a Man as mortally, as twenty thrufts with a Sword; -{o 
. "one fin loved may damn a Mans Soulas 
-well as a thouſand. * Zames 2. 40, 


ourſelves. by ſaying It 18, % 


he ſwears-or curſes, or yives bad 


fin a_Man loves and pleads for and allows himſelf in, is } 
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pious Reſolution, without trifling or delaying. The | 
ſooner you do it, the ſafer it is, and the better for. 


you. Do not go on in fm art preſent, on a prerence, ., - 
that. you'l repent hereafrer, when you-are older, or © 


when you come to be fick, and to die. Do not put 
off rhe great buſineſs of Life ro the end of your days, 
when you are not ſure of rime or ſtrength, or of God's 
aſſiſtance, or acceptance of you. Do not plead the * 
Example of the Thief upon the Croſs: for his Caſe was , 
nothing like yours , that have long enjoy'd the offers . 
of grace and mercy. If now from this preſentrime 
”=_ will heartily and fincerely return ro God, you. 
ve no reaſon to. deſpair of his mercies, how mar 
or great ſoever, your fins haye been: bur if vou ll 
iſt 1n fin, preſuming upon God's mercy hereafter, 
you have juſt cauſe to fear, that this bold preſumprion, 
and horrid abuſe of God's grace, may end 1n youreter- 
nal ruin and damnation. 
Bur 1t you are willing now ſpeedily ro enter upat 
- this Reſolution and Purpoſe, : ler me in a few 
words, farther dixe& you, by . what means you may 
render it firm and laſting, and may. be beſt enabled ta 
the ſame. : Gat oh 
(1.) And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the next con+ 
yenient opporrunity to confirm this holy Reſolurion, at 
the Table of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your {þI 
Baptifmal Vow. Dedicate and give up your ſelf arts -y 


4 % 


 - 


_— 


40, © TheChriftion Monitor. © 

the” » Sott .and Holy Ghoſt 3 renouncing thiyQ..e 
the World ; and the Flcſh, and all thoſe: 

| uy We dre wb 6, more eſpe-ially * 

moſt guily 

ler the Lord Jeſus char bought you | 


7 his Sp d by his Laws, as. 
1ope to be ſaved by his Death and 
arr i to think of this (o- 
lettiv E; t, after you hive made ir: that irc 
may, have due force upon you , when you are tempt- 
ed to revolt to any wicked praftice. Ofren repeat 
the ſame betwixt God and your own Soul; and eſpe- * 
cially renew 1t by frequent attendance on the Holy : 
Eommunion , there ſecking for grace ahd ſtrength from 
God, to walk in his holy ways ſtedfaſtly and cons . 


ſtantly. | 

(2) But thar brings me to a ſecond Dire&ion, that | 
you not reſolve upon all this, in a confidence © 
of your own ſtrength , bur in the moſt humble depen» 
dance on the e of God , which he is eyer willing 
ro beſtow on. ſuch as ſeek ir earneſtly in the way he- 
has appointed, by a due attendance on the means of 
Grace , the Word, Prayer , and Sacraments. Where- 
fore, 4s you have opportunity , artend carefully to | 
- _ the reading-and hearing of his Word , and hide it in 

your Heart , that you may not fin againſt bim. And be 

very. much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirit, to | 
be given you«hrough his Son Jeſus, who will power- 
fully interceed for you , and make-good his Promites, 
to humble and devour Supplicants., Zh. 11. 13. 
Fob. 16. 23, 24 Whenever you are in cr, . and 
A auied by any temptation to fin, or are backward, . 
> to what is good, then eſpecially pray fervently -for 
-"quickning and ſtrengthning Grace , _and your Prayers, 
'F fall noc in vain. 

- - £3) To your Prayers, add- conſtant watchfulneſs 
= over your ſelf at all times, and in all places and com- 
- panies. Watch over your thoughts themſelves , and 
- over your words and ations. Satan is ever watch- 
” ing-to deceive us, and there are many ſyares and © 
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dangers in all , our. ways, and we have 
ures and treacherous Hearts, and therefore had 
o be very watchful, ro- avoid all occafions 
muc as. . le, and. to. Tr cf the. TY 
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ſpecially , bewite-of bad Company's by. 
by are drawn” back- to their. former Loo 
ot led away by their Counſel, or Examples 
F diſcouraged by their . Jeers and Cenſures. 
+to look back upon your A@lons , and if you have 
been drawn into any wilful fm, do not a li 

matter of ir, nor yer deſpair of Pardon, if you 

truly -penjrent. Wherefore , ſpeedily and” earneftly 
berake your ſelf to God by true Repentance, mg 
4 -mercy for Chriſt's ſake, and more Grace to firengrh- 
4 en and affiſt you. Renew your, Purpoſes for amend- 
4 menrof Life, and ſet your Watch more” ſtrialy for 
E' 1)F icken and this Watch- 

o. quicken and ' engage you to this 

ACY Reiegber, that Almighty God 1s ever pre- 
ſent with you, and obſerves all your ways, . and 
\rakes prear delight in your Piety and” Holineſs , bur” 
is. of purer Eyes , . than, to "behold the leaſt iniquiry 
with any pleaſire, Wherefore , always walk as'in the 
| preſence of this Holy God , ' whether you are alone; or 


F 


in Company. 

( 5 ) Think often, how near you ſtand to another 
World, and what an account you muſt give to God, of 
all your Deeds done in rhe Body ; and” fo live now, 
as will be moſt for your ' comfort -at Death and . -:? 
Judgment, When the Profirs and Pleaſures of Sin  * 
entice you , compare- them with the "eternal -Joys. * 
which they. will deprive you of, and with the erer- 
| nal Torments they lead ro, Think whether ever any... 
| Man by funning againſt God , did- gain fomewhar* ©? 
| that's better than Heaven , or that's. worth going ta © 
|_| Hell for. Let Eternity be very much in your by. 0 
. | and rhe fading Vanities © of this Wore Weene lie. = 
| 7 tle eſteem with you, Okren ponder of —_-— T 
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; Mark 8. 36, 37. 
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to acquaint your ſelf with your Miniſter ; and 

Ap. 48 006. "pe: Conceraments of your Soul, 
as Men are wont to.:do. the Lawyer and the Phyſician,* 
in martrers.. that concern their. Bodies and Eſtates De 
not think it enough to hear his Sermons in publick 3 
bur-rake Advice from 'him in private, and. open to. 
him. the ſtate and caſe of your Soul, fo far as may 
enable him to gtve ſuch DireRions, as are” moſt Pro- 
per to your Condition, This eſpecially you ought to 
do, when; you firſt make entrance upon an Holy 
Life , and do firſt addreſs your ſelf to the Holy 
' Communion.; Or when . you are under any great 


ore temptations 5 Eirher. of. one . ſort or other 3 or 
when. you- are ſet upon by ſuch that would draw 
you. away from Our. Church , either to_ Popery , or 
ro. any. other Se& amongſt us. Then preſently be- 
take your, ſelf to your Minifter : And in theſe or. 
the: like Caſes, take Dire&ion from him, and be 
ſure to follow his wholſom | Counſel, and defire. his 
Prayers to God for you, I know m hrge Pariſhes, _. 
Miniſters. are n:t able to have, a penn know- 
ledge of every Perſgn 3 but yer all that know the 
worth of Souls ;. and the price that was paid for them, 
will be ready to give. attendance to the meaneſt of 
their People',. thar. ſhall apply rhemſelves ; to 'rhem 
for Advice, and Comfort , and will be glad of all 
opportuniries to promote the Honour and Intereſt of 
their: Saviour , and the good of precious Souls com-- 
mitred to their Care, js 
> © And thus have as plainly, and as fully as Iwell could 
in fo little room , direted you in that ' holy way 
which leads to eternal Glory ; and have ſhewn you 
what great Reaſon you have to walk in that way, 
and. to inue_ therein to the end, As to thoſe, 
who larger Dixc&ions, next ro the holy Scri- 
<-> as prures 
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_grear_ pity” oy” — 
+ Fm wanting. Though alas," I know, - there © * 
bh many Families of poor People , where none of 
them can read, and fo Books to them are uſeleſs. 
Great Chariry therefore ir would be, for rich Land- 
lords and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Children of 
their poor Tenants: and Neighbours , be put out to - 
| School; and then to beſtow ar- leaſt , Bibles upon . 
them, that the knowledge of God , and Religion may 
be promoted amongſt them 3 which would make - 
grearly for the good and welfare both of Church : 
and Stare. For though Brain-fick Opinions and falſe 
Principles may make Men proud and head-ſtrong , and 7 
rroubleſume to their Governours , yet folid know-« - 
Ie e , and ſincere. Godlineſs , will "make Men humble 
meck, quier and peaceable , obedient ro Magt- 
frnzes and Miniſters , full of Chariry to their Neigh- 
bours , ' and rRmny to every good Work. © And I an : 
ſure , an increaſe of this truly: Religious Temper, , 
would be Io of -the greateſt Blefſings that can be - 
beſtow'd upon this Earth-, and would ſertle King- - 
doms and Churches ; Towns and Families -in Peace - 
and Concord , which almoſt every. where are divided 
amongſt themſelves » as-well as againſt one. another : 
And by ſuch bleſſed effefts of. true Religion, ſome- - -- 
thing of Heaven | would i be + Nos gh down- u , 
, and .our Souls wo l firred -for | 
| ven, when we are called © w "his Earth, LB... : 8, 
| thoſe happy Regions . ng ; where” there is | 
- | <li bur Peace and Holineſs, and Love and Joy: wv 
may it pleale God to bleſs theſe plain. 
ſirugions for the enlighrning of any minds. he 
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PRAYER: 
Chiefly for the aſſiſtance of God's 
g 


race, in order to the leading - 
an Holy Life. 0M 


O Moſt boly , and ever bleſſed Lord God , T'ds humbly 
caſt down my ſelf bejore thee , achnowledging and -\. 
> | lamenting my own finfulntſs , and earneſtly begging thy © 
grace and' mercy through the Lord Jeſus , ow only + 
Mediatour and Advocate. I confeſs, O God, Tama ' 
vile fruner , polluted from the wery - Womb : but fince 
T came to the uſt of my Reaſon , T bave defiled myſelf © 
with many wilful and hainous tranſgreſſions. IT 'baug. - 
ſadly neglefted thy Service , and diſhonoured thy ' Name, 
and have bttn | greatly wanting in thoſe -Duties' which 
T owe to thee my God , to my Neighbour, and to my -- 
own Soul 5 * and have not lived in, ſuch-a godly , Ys | 
vs, charitable and. ſober manner, as 1 ought to have gone + 
But © have © often atted contrary to "my own: Reaſon and 
Conſcience, -aud 'to the plain Precepts of thy Word ,” and. 
fontrary to my -own Promiſes and Vows , for better Obt= 
dence. O Lord, give me a clear fight of my fins, and, 
ſich « dery feaſt of rhe Heil of m7 991, BE p 
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_"Bers , be merciful to me, O Father of Mercies., pars 
* all my Tniquitits', and let them not be remembrid” againſt 

me to my Condemnation , either in this World , or that 

to com?, Nor. it only Pardon that. I beg, but moſt 
earneſtly T beſezch thee by thy Holy Spirit , to ſan#ifr 
me both in Body and Soul , that being made pure and holy 
i Heart and fr, my ſerve thee diligently al my 
days” on Earth , and ſo may enjoy thee p ever in ;Hea 
»w2en. -F 'am fully convmneed, that-it is both my diity - and 
my happineſs. to fear and ſrugithes , the great and glo-: 
rus God , who baſk made me and redeemed me, and hi-. 
therto graciouſly preſerved me. I acknowledge thy - Ser-. 
Tce to be perfett ſreedom:, and alk thy Laws to be holy, . 
Jufs. and, good. Wherefore I deſire utterly.to renounce and | 
forſake every evil way , and moſt entirely devote my ſelf 
fo ſerve and pleaſe thee in newneſs. of Liſe. . Bi thou,,. 
O Lord, knoweſt the weakniſs: and” corruption 'of my 
Nature ; and bow. by evil cuſtoms, I bave made my ſelþ- 
more prone to fin, more backward” to that which is: 
good, O do thou throughly cthange- my Nature” by thy 
- Grace, that I may hate' and abbor- all: wick: dneſs , aud” 
tal delight in the ways of Piety and Holineſs. | Let- no 
wmortified iuft remain in my Soul : but do*thou-purifie and” 
cleanſe me from Pride” and Coustouſneſs ,.. from Envy and” 
Malice, and from all impure and- ſenſual affefipons and. 
defies, . and enrich me with. alt the Graces of" thy- boly. 
Spiritz Give me ſuch a tlear knowledge. of thy. infinite 
goodneſs, and of all thy glorious perfeftions, that I may 
ever humbly - admire and adore thet , and lobe tee with: 
all my Heart \and [Soul , and cltaue to- thee as my only 
preferring thy * favour -before: all the engoyments of 


. Freely to leave alk"my Aﬀaiis to: thy. wiſe and gracious: 
Prouidence', abſolutely reſigning my Will 'to- thy.boly Will : 
bn all things. Make me truly thankful for - all thy mer- 

 >\Gies, and patient under afftittions: By thy teaching, lt" me" 

- hearn to be content in all Eſtates, and. Conditions. And * 

| "good God , faffer me not in the greateſt difficultits and: 

1 * . dangers. 
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. Bay 'be truly bunbled , and" broken in the remembran | 
And jor the Lord Feſus fake, who died. for Si | 
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this World. Help me always firmly to: truft in thee, and P* 
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thy _ mercies , 07" takt avful 7 
ue me. at "Hear, "will ſari fed with. | 
.C« ut for me. Give me | 


3+ p 


ready to do all the good I can ta others : and let thy 
Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe that do euil to 
me , as I my ſelf bope for mercy and forgiventſs from 
thee , my God. And belp me always to tive foberly affd 
temperately , purely and. chaſtly in Heart and Liſe 5 and _ 
with great methneſs and humility. in the ſenfe of my 'own 
unworthineſs and maniſold imperfedtions. " 
.. 0 Lord,, grant that my Heart may be filf'd with 
earneſt  longings and deſires after thoſe Graces; * which 
wow with my lips I pray for : and help me to thew- 
fcerity.,. by. diligent tndeauons, daily to grow in a 
Grace and goodneſs ,. and to perfeft ' Holin:ſs in thy Fear, 
Make me watchful over my ſelf, and all my ways , that © © 
I may carejutly avoid. all occaſions of ſim, and. may. chtch_ 
the firſk motions thereto in my own Feart. Keep me - 
always &epiy ſenſible of thy Preſence," that I may walk |: 
1* humbly with thee, my. Goa, and approve my ſelf to thee © 
in well-doing. Wean. my Heart. from all things bere be» © 
low ,. and prepare me for my departure bence , int a better + 
World. Help me always to live in ſuch a retigiavs and holy * 
 manur, as will be moſt for my comfort at Death and bf 
JT mnt. Strengthen my Belief of the precious Promiſts j and, 1 
| @readjul Threatnings of the Goſpel, and tet this Belief 
os "my 
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I | 
of the World | he” eff ». yur me from my Duty, 
” mor draw me into any known fn: but do'thou ever ftrength 
012 and me by thy Grace, and guide me by thy Connfel, 
. #ilt thou ſhalt bring. m# to thy fel Fe Glo. mY 
Neither do I pray for my ſelf alone, but for all Mat- 
ind , beſceching thee , to ſend the . Light of thy Goſpel" 
into all the dark Corners of the Earth, and grant , that 
* ithey who. do enjoy it, may walk in all boly obedience 
© hereto." Be mercijul to theſe Kingdoms ,  partton our fins, 
and reform us from them. Heal all our diufions , conti- 


oy our mercies , and make s truly thanbful for them, 
Bleſs | 
al] 


the King's Majeſty, with the. Riyal Family ,” and 
all thoſe that are in authority under him, and grant to © 
m0, and all bis Subjefts, grate ty lead quiet and prace- - 
" able Lives, in all, godtintſs and honefty. Bleſs the Mi. - 
niſfters of thy boly. Word and Sacraments , and make them . 
> ry diligent , and_ very ſucceſsſul in their 'Endeavours ;, 
> Help us to bring forth ſuch FYuit from the Bees | 
We enjoy, that thy Goſpel and the- Ordinauces thereof may + 
be continued to us, and to the Generations after us. She - 
* Percy to all that are affiifted , whether in Soul or Boay, .. 
'. and preſerve thoſe that fravel on thiir lawful Occaſions, 
by Land or by Sea. Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, '- 
particularly ,. all that belong to this Family, and belp us -: 
al to live in _ the fear and love of thit- our God, and in « 
Peace and _ charity one with another, © Lit thy bleſſing 
and good preſence be with me thy unworthy Seruant, now + 
- ad at all times, at my down-lying. and up-riſing , in 
” 2y going out and coming in, be thou my God -and my. | 
” guide , even to the death, and my aternal portion, when 
-$te_ſpall, be no mort. | 64 
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A Prayer. © 


| - And accept, O God, of my | fiend fr ened TT 
thy glorious Name, for all thy Mercies, and 
PETIT 80G EE 


> me that due 


F may be te thankful, arid t | 

forth thy praile,. nor. only: with my lips, ng = 
life, by giving up my ſelf to. thy ſervice, and b 
walking before thee in Holineſs a py ng . 
the days of my Life , through Jetus Chriſt our Lord, 
71. whos moſt holy Name and Woras, I continue to pray: As 
be- hath taught 1s in his Goſpel , . ſaying, 

Our Father which art in "Heaven, A 


The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God, f 
and the feHowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with me now 
and evermore. Amen, | 


Pines is icy publiſhed by theſame Au- 
thor, A Dialogue betwixt two Protes : 
ſtans, (In Anſwer to a Popiſh Catechiſm, called, 
: A. Short Catechiſm againſt ll Seftaries ) Plain- 
Ty ſhewing, .T hat the Members of the Church 
of England are no Secttaries -but true Cae 
tholicks 4; and that. our Church is a ſound 
-part of* ChriſP's Holy- -Catholick: Church , in 
whoſe Communion therefore - the People of - 
-*this Nation are moſt ſtri&tly .bound in Cone . 
* Ccience to remain. In Two Parts, in :Ofavo. - 


Aud ſold by Samuel Tidmarſh in Corabilk...._ 
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